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Tue NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Next week’s meeting at Yarmouth will, we hope, 
rove one of the most enjoyable in the Society’s 
Fahey. Everything points to a successful gather- 
ing, both from a scientific and from a social point of 
view. After perusal of the papers, which are now 
in circulation, it will be generally agreed that there 
will be ample material to stimulate professional 
interest and discussion ; while, so far as the social 
portion of the function is concerned, we all know 
that Mr. Shipley and his colleagues will spare no 
ains to make the re-union as pleasant as possible 
or all who participate in it. The only factor which 
is uncertain—especially so this year, unfortunately 
—is the weather, and even in that respect the 
rospects, at the time of writing, seem more hope- 
ul than for weeks past. Given good weather, the 


twenty-fifth meeting of the “ National” will be at 


least as successful as were any of the twenty-four 
preceding ones; and, even if the elements prove 
unfavourable, we shall find much at Yarmouth to 
make amends for lack of sunshine. 

Knowledge of our entertainers makes us look 
forward to next week with pleasant anticipation. 
But experience of past meetings induces us to con- 
clude—by no means for the first time—with a very 
necessary caution. 

Those who intend to be present at the Annual 
Dinner should be careful to communicate previously 
with Mr. W. L. Little, Southtown, Great Yarmouth. 

Similarly the invitations of the President, and of 
the Eastern Counties Society should have replies 
at least a few days before the occasions. These 
matters are not arranged by the hosts without con- 
siderable forethought, and the failure of accepting 
guests to reply always means annoyance to both 
hosts and visitors. 


WELCOME ASSISTANCE. 


For the copy of the Parliamentary questions 
which we printed last week, p. 31, we are indebted 
to Mr. James Gregg, of Belfast. In his note accom- 
panying them, he says: 

“T think we in Ireland at least should be grateful to 
Mr. Sloan for his kindness in getting inclosed informa- 
tion. I may say that I know he will be a friend to the 
profession when required in the House.” 

We, too, acknowledge our professional indebted- 
ness to Mr. Sloan. Even with a couple of direct 
representatives in the House—a position which is 
ours only in dreams—we shouid he glad of the 
assistance of any members who would take an 
intelligent interest in our wants andaspirations. In 


existing conditions such assistance as this is the 
best we can hope for, and is therefore doubly wel- 
come. 

THE SOUTHERN CountTigEs 


This week we print a report of the proceedings of 
the Southern Counties Society, the members of 
which will be the hosts of the “National” at 
Brighton next year. 

The meeting under notice was one of more than 
usual interest, chiefly on account of an excellent 
paper on a disease which, though first described 
to English-speaking veterinarians just twelve 
months ago, is probably by no means uncommon 
amongst the cattle of this country. 

Mr. Angwin’s paper, which, without neglecting 
pathology, deals with the affection largely from a 
clinical standpoint, is well worth reading by all 
country practitioners. Very probably, as aknowledge 
of “Johne’s Disease’’ becomes general through- 
out the profession, its peculiar organism will be 
found to be the causal agent in many cases which, 
up to the present, have dissatisfied both veterinary 
surgeons and their clients. 

We are glad to note, also, that the Southern 
Counties Society is doubling the number of its 
meetings, and will in future assemble six times in 
the year, instead of thrice, as hitherto. This is 
good news, taken merely as a sign that one indivi- 
dual society is active and prosperous; but apart 
from that, it sets an example which other associa- 
tions, perhaps, would do well to consider the possi- 
bility of following. Not that every veterinary 
society should immediately increase the number of 
its meetings to the same extent that the members 
of the Southern Counties have felt able to do; but 
it is undeniable that all such associations best fulfil 
the avowed object of their formation by meeting as 
frequently as is practicable. Of course, in many 
cases there are special difficulties to be taken into 
account. Distances, and deficient railway facilities 
together, form one; for there are societies which 
can scarcely hold a meeting without very consider- 
able loss of time to the majority of those who attend 
it. Another is the numerical strength of the mem- 
bership roll, which may render it very difficult to 
secure # sufficiency of papers. Even these difficul- 
ties, however, may often be overcome by a little 
energy, and Presidents and Secretaries might with 
advantage take into consideration the circumstances 
of their respective societies, and the possibility of 
increasing the activity of each. It is possible that 
no provincial society will ever attain the ten meet- 
ings a year of the “ Central,” but we certainly think 
that some, at least, might assemble more frequently 


than is the case at present. 


4 
Vor. XX 
| 
7 
| 


34 


THE VETERINARY RECORD July 20, 1907 


“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” 


SYMBIOTIC MANGE IN THE OX. 
Henry Taynor, F.R.C.V.S., Hayward’s Heath. 


Whilst inspecting the stock in the Hayward’s 
Heath Market recently I noticed two cows with a 
peculiar appearance of the skin at the root of the 
tail, and as it resembled some similar cases which I 
came across in Edinburgh, and which turned out to 
be sarcoptic mange, I took a scraping from the 
region for microscopical examination. This also 
proved to be mange, but the parasite in the present 
instance was a symbiote. 

The two cows came from some distance away and 
were sold in the ordinary course. In all probability 
they would be slaughtered. The appearance of the 
region of the root of the tail was rather character- 
istic. The skin was covered with a thick grey scab 
or crust composed of epithelial cells and matted 
hair, almost half an inch in thickness. In place, 
however, this crust had been detached, leaving the 
skin rough and devoid of hair. Here and there 
were thin red scabs due to a little oozing of 
blood when the large covering scab had been 
rubbed away. In shape the extent of the affected 
region was triangular, the apex being anteriorly 
and lying over the spine. The altitude of the 
triangle was about fifteen inches, and the base 
three or four inches on either side of the tail. There 
was little or no pruritis. In one case the anal fossa 
was covered with numerous fine bran-like scales, 
which in all probability were attributable to the 
parasite. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


InFEcTiIous CATARKH OF THE VAGINA IN CATTLE. 
—By A. Lapayyi, Departmental Veterinary Sur- 
geon in Hungary. (Read before an assembly of 
Hungarian Veterinary Surgeons, January 9th, 
1906). 

(Continued from page 19.) 


On the 8th of July I had the opportunity of 
examining a Servian cow showing copious discharge 
from the vagina. 

In this case there were not those pronounced 
changes (nodes) so often seen already, but a serous 
yellowish jelly-like secretion in which were seat- 
tered numerous dark red spots like needle pricks 
and on the left side the membrane was bluish. 
white and reticulated in a similar web-like manner. 
On the right side of the vagina there were yellow 
points arranged in a circular manner. 


Of four Servian cows inoculated with the secre- 
tion from this cow on one and the same day, two 
showed pronounced catarrh on the 9th day. Two 
cows had catarrh of a serous jelly-like kind, and 
and the yellowish-white infiltrated spots. 

On July 8th I inoculated the discharge from a 
Servian cow in which points or nodes were not 
present intoa healthy cow. My object was to see 
whether the discharge is infectious when no 
granules or points are present. Also tosee whether 
these granules or points develop later on. My inocu- 
lation had a double success. A discharge occurred 
very quickly. From both cows, that from which, 
and that in which I inoculated, the typical yellowish- 
white points were visible. 

This result made me conduct further inoculations. 
It was difficult, however. to often find this kind of 
patient. 

On July 2 I found two Hungarian cows with the 
points as described on the mucous membrane of 
the vagina. From these I inoculated two cow buffa- 
loes (cow buffaloes are very hard to examine and 
still harder to inoculate); also four healthy and 
four sick cows in which latter the granules were 
present. 

The result was as follows: The two buffaloes re- 
mained perfectly healthy, no catarrhal condition 
was discoverable. (The affection was not trans- 
missibie to buftaloes). Of the four healthy cows 
two exhibited the points on the inflamed mucous 
membrane in 18 hours; in the third they’appeared 
on the fourth day, in the fourth cow only inflamma- 
tion followed the inoculation. 

In inoculated cows affected with granulous 
catarrh of the vagina I was chiefly interested in 
seeing how long the nodes (granules) will remain 
after inoculation with the secretion. The points or 
spots always disappear. Do the nodes do the 
same? The result of the inoculation was as fol- 
lows: In one cow on the 2nd day a great number 
of yellowish white spots appeared on the mucous 
membrane accompanied by a purulent discharge be- 
tween the granules. On the surface of the larger 
granules of poppy seed size the epithelium was shed, 
whilst the little nodes wholly disappeared and little 
epithelial defects remained in their place on the 
dark red mucous membrane. In the three remain- 
ing cows the granules showed complete resistance, 
although in one case I smeared the nodes twice 
with the secretion. Spots or points did not appear. 

G. M. 


(To be continued.) 


ATypICcAL RABIEs. 


_ Nicolas reports some cases of rabies which are 
important because they show that the disease may 
exist in a form likely to be confused with other 
diseases. The animals stood with the head a little 


turned to the right, or walked right up to an ob- a 


stacle and seemed to have no sensibility of touch at 
the extremity of the lower jaw, or kept on going 
round in a circle. The diagnosis was confirmed by 
inoculation experiments.— Jour. de Méd. Vét. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the Sussex Hotel, Portsmouth, 


4 on Thursday, the 27th June. The President, Mr. R. 


Roberts, F.R.C.V.S., of Tunbridge Wells, was in the 


2 chair, and the others who signed the attendance book 


were Messrs. James T. Angwin, Arundel ; J. E. Abbott, 
Petersfield ; C. W. W. Brown, Southsea ; W. A. Collins, 
Tenterden; W. A. Dellagana, Southampton ; Herbert 
Green, Portsmouth ; E. R. Harding, Salisbury ; W. 
Hunting, London; C. F. Hulford, Haslemere ; G. H. 
Livesey, Hove ; R. Porch, London; J. W. Pritchard, 
H. Smith, Worthing ; W.Shipley, Great Yarmouth ; and 
4 J. Alex. Todd, Worthing, hon. sec., together with Messrs. 
 W. H. Chase, F.R.C.V.S., British Bechuanaland ; A. H. 
~ Collins and J. Lewis, visitors. 

' Apologies and expressions of regret at inability to 
) attend were announced from Major Meredith, Messrs. 


a L. Barnard, E. Whitley Baker, Gerald W. Bloxsome, 
> R. Burt, W. Burt, junr., H. E. Audley Charles, W. Caud- 
> well, J. B. Dier, T. B. Goodall, H. H. Jeffries, P. Wood- 


roffe Hill, J. B. Martin, A. Maynard, J.C. Munby, C. 


© Pack, H. Redford, W. K. Stuart, E. Lionel Stroud, C. 
» H. Spurgeon, J. F. Simpson, P. J. Simpson, S. H. Slo- 
cock, C. Sheather, Reg F. Wall, F. W. Wragg, F. T. 


Walder, A. Whicher, D. Wyllie, and J. E. Wallis. 
On the proposition of Mr. Dellagana, seconded by Mr 
J. W. Pritchard, the minutes of the last meeting at East- 


WW bourne, as published in The Veteronary Record, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 


. The Hon. Sec. reported that he had received a letter 
© from Mr. Albert Wheatley acknowledging the Society’s 
» resolution of sympathy with him on the oceasion of the 
> death of his nephew, and from Miss Carter thanking the 
* members for their kind expressions of sympathy and 
® condolence on the death of the late Mr. Charles Carter, 
> of Guildford. He also acknowledged the Society’s re- 
~ solution of sympathy with himself and the members of 
» his family in their own recent bereavement. 

The following gentlemen were proposed for election 
at the next meeting :— 

Mr. J. A. Crart, of Billinghurst, proposed by Mr. 


» Livesey, and seconded by the President. 


Mr. JosepH B. Drier, of East Grinstead, proposed by 


| Mr. Todd, and seconded by the Chairman. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. R. Roperts. 


= The Prestpent said that he was not going to inflict a 
Wlong speech upon them, for in fact he had not come pre- 
Hpared with any address, but he could not let that, the 
Hirst meeting of his official year pass without saying how 
Mglad he was to meet them all and to wish them a really 
good and successful year’s practice and work, coupled 
Pwith the best of health. Their object in meeting toge- 
@ther from time to time was, he thonght, to forward the 
well being of the veterinary profession in general and of 
@themselves in particular, to help each other by their 

advice and counsel and all that sort of thing. Meetings 
such as theirs had a tendency to rub off all the hard 
rorners and edges and helped them to recognise each 


3 Dther in a way that was most desirable, and he only 


wished that meetings were better attended and that the 
@eentiments expressed at them could be carried still more 
effectively into their practice and every day life. 
The discussion of professional subjects was, of course, 
yery important, but over and above that he thought 
mthey ought not to lose sight of the social side of these 
neetings, and of the fact that professional friendship 
and brotherhood were cultivated by them. They could 
Iso do much to advance the well being of their profess- 


ion by their individual conduct in the country and in 
the world. They could put their profession in the best 
possible light before all and sundry, and by good citizen- 
ship and gentlemanly demeanour enhance the value of 
the profession in the eyes of the public. He did not 
say this was not done already. On the contrary he 
believed it was being done to a very large extent, but he 
did not want them to take a back place in this matter. 
By filling the larger part they not only benefitted them- 
selves individually, but they would also bring honour 
and credit to all who belonged to the profession. These 
meetings also did a great deal of good in helping them 
to formulate ideas and in the interchange of opinions. 
They enabled them to talk over what they thought was 
really best for the profession as a whole, with the result 
that they were able to send to the Parliament of their 
profession men like their friend Mr. Burt who, he was 
glad to see, had just received election to the Council on 
the nomination of their Society. They wished him every 
success, they thanked those members outside their own 
Society who had given him the support of their votes, 
and they felt sure that now he was elected their friend 
would work for the profession as a whole. 

He had before him that day a copy of a panes which 
Mr. Garnett recently read before a meeting of the Cen- 
tral Society. He did not propose to occupy their time 
that afternoon by going into the question at any length, 
but the paper was on the table for any of them to per- 
nse if they so desired. He might say, however, that he 
thought they were on the eve of a step in advance, and 
he should be quite disposed to go to Parliament for a 
new Act so that some of the things which had now be- 
come obsolete might pass into desuetude, and that other 
matters might be introduced for the elevation and 
advancement of the general practitioner. Nothing 
could be done without money, and he took it that a 
compulsory registration fee of a guinea a year, such as 
was proposed in this scheme, would enable them to do 
many things which at present they had to leave alone. 
If they got a fresh Act of Parliament too they would be 
better able to deal with those veterinary companies and 
others who were now making use of the word veterinary 
without any right to do so, and to the detriment of 
many a hard working veterinary practitioner, and that 
would be one of the best things that could ever come 
about. (Hear, hear.) Speaking for himself he was dis- 
posed to give the proposals ontlined in this paper his 
general support, and he hoped that before long they 
would be able to boast of a new Act of Parliament. 
Before resuming his seat he would like to say how 
pleased they were to see their old friend Mr. Wm. Hunt- 
ing, from London, amongst them, also Mr. Wm. 
Shipley, of Yarmouth. They were also very glad to 
welcome among their visitors a gentleman from South 
Africa, and he trusted they would have the pleasure of 
hearing his opinion on the state and prospects of the 
profession in that far off land. (Applause.) 


INVITATION TO THE NATIONAL VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION. 


The proposal to invite the. National Veterinary 
Association to hold its 1908 Congress in the South was 
then discussed, and on the proposition of Mr. Pritchard, 
seconded by Mr. Livesey, it was resolved to invite the 
National Veterinary Association to hold its 1908 Con- 
gress at Brighton. 


The CHAIRMAN suggested that they could not do 
better than hold the September meet’ng at Brighton. 

Mr. Livesey seconded, and suggested that if possible 
they have the meeting about the middle of September 
and follow it up with a meeting at Aldershot or Guild- 
ford in October, and another one in London during the 


attle show week, 
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The resolution to hold the September meeting at 
Brighton was carried nem. con., and the President added 
that it would give him great ang on that occasion to 
see them all at luncheon. (Hear, hear.) 


JOHN’S DISEASE IN CATTLE. 
By James T. ANGWIN, M.R.C.V.S., Arundel. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—First, may I beg your 
leniency with my maiden attempt—an attempt to put 
before you a subject about which there is so little at 
present known in this country, although there is no 
doubt whatever that it is making serious inroads into 
stock in Great Britain, and in many places is probably 
now prevalent yet unrecognised. With the exception of 
Sir John M‘Fadyean’s report in the March number of 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology, 1 think [ may 
say no other literature on the subject has been published 
in this country. 

The name “John’s Disease” has been suggested by 
Sir J. M‘Fadyean, and that the specific bacillus should 
be known as the Bacillus of John’s Disease, because in 
the year 1895 Professors John and Fotheringham, both 
German veterinarians, were the first to describe this 

veculiar form of enteritis ina cow. The disease has also 

ome described under the name of Pseudo-tuberculosis, 
which to the lay mind and also to others may be mislead- 
ing, in fact I have been questioned already as to why I 
have used the term a Psendo-tuberculosis and at the same 
time John’s Disease, for the natural inference is that 
Psendo-tuberculosis and ordinary tuberculosis caused 
by Koch’s bacillus are one and the same thing. I think 
it wise to discard any name which may lead to mistakes 
in the public mind, for it is not an easy matter to have 
to go into extensive explanations, especially with some 
clients we meet with, whose ideas as to cause and effect 
are generally governed by a few old-fashioned fairy tales, 
and when anything is wrong they at once put it down 
to inflammation, or worm in the tail, or some special 
phase of the moon. 

The disease is, in fact, a chronic bacterial enteritis of 
cattle, caused by a specific organism, a specimen of 
te ; we — to show yon, kindly prepared for me 

y Sir J. M‘Fadyean. 

The disease has been recognised by different veteri- 
narians on the Continent at different times since 1895. 
And I have every reason to believe that it is prevalent 
on the island of Jersey, although I have seen no written 
of it. 

he disease first came under my notice some two years 
ago in a herd cf Jersey cattle belonging to His Grace 

The Duke of Norfolk, when from time to time several 

young cows developed what I took to be the symptoms 

of “ Wasters” or “ Piners.” None of these cows reacted 
to tuberculin, and on post-mortem revealed no tubercu- 
lar lesions ; and they were free from verminous gastri- 
tis, which causes similar symptoms. They only showed 

a peculiar thickening of the intestinal mucous mem- 

brane and slightly enlarged mesenteric glands. 

In January of this year five young Jersey cows, four 
of them three years old and one a four-year-old, after 
calving, developed such advanced and urgent symptoms 
that finding medicinal treatment only caused a cessa- 
tion of the sconring temporarily, I took one of thie w 
to the Royal Veterinary College, and Sir J. M‘Fad te 4 
post-mortemed the animal in my presence and th 
described to me the disease, and made a serapin fr oe 
the mucous membrane which contains large 
the bacillus, the specimen to which I have ref “yy + 
before. One of the five died bef, sir» Soa 

efore my visit to London 
the other three T had slaughtered. and I made st- 
mortem examinations of them and have b a4 
ave brought with 

ine to-day portions of the bowel removed from th 
three cases, showing markedly the most 
wrinkling of the mucous membrane. — 


As recently as May 7th I sent up two Jersey cows to 
the Royal Veterinary College suffering from this disease, 
one of which had to be slaughtered on arrival, being 
in a state of collapse, the other being kept under 
observation. 

Symptoms.—These may be confounded with many 
other troubles which cause enteritis and diarrhoea, and 
there are no special diagnostic symptoms during life : 
one has to rely more on the history of the case and on 
negatives—-being sure the animal is not tubercular, and 
is not the subject of verminous enteritis or gastritis. 
The first symptom may be an unthrifty condition and 
staring coat, then steady loss of condition, but this 
varies in individual cows, some losing flesh very rapidly, 
others retaining a very rapidly, others retaining a very 
fair condition and healthy appearance for a long time 
and not losing flesh rapidly until the later stages of the 
disease ; or some systemic change takes place such as 
calving, after which I have noticed these cows fail very 
rapidly. The appetite asa rule remains very good and 
some cows will feed well up to the last, in fact I have 
seen a cow hardly able tu rise from the ground ap- 
parently enjoying its food, and again | have noticed, in 
one case especially, a varying appetite, feeding well for 
days and then almost refusing food for some time ; 
but in the majority of cases they feed and ruminate 
almost to the last. The temperature seldom elevated, 
and in the majority varies from 100° to 100°8°. 

Diarrheea is the prevalent symptom from the begin- 
ning to the end: this also varies in severity ; if the cows 
are kept indoors and fed on nutritious dry foods it is 
decidedly lessened, but out on grass, and especially in 
swampy land or pastures, the diarrhoea is profuse. By 
the administration of astringent medicines over a period 
of a fortnight or three weeks I have been able to lessen 
the scour considerably, in fact, I had great hopes of the 
animal that collapsed on reaching the Royal Caiaieery 
College, but it was the same with her as in the other 
cases, after the treatnent was stopped the diarrhea 
came on again, in a few days, as severely as ever. This 
cow was a peculiar patient, as the following will show. 
On Sunday, Feb. 17th, after calving she went down with 
milk fever. I saw her at 6 a.m. and used the air treat- 
ment. She was on her legs and feeding at 4 p.m. and 
strange to say the following morning morning I was 
again sent for and found the cow down and unable to 
rise, and apparently as bad as the morning before, very 
cold, partly comatose and the head bent over on the 
side. I again injected the udder, applied a strong mus- 
tard plaster and plenty of warm clothing, and by mid- 
day the cow was on her legs and feeding, From this 
time she made arapid recovery, but continually scoured. 
Naturally, these motions have a most offensive smell, 
and in a shed with several cows in an advanced state of 
this disease the smell is almost unbearable. The faces 
are exceptionally fluid, and I have noticed a bubbly 
appearance of the whole mass when lying on the 
ground. 

The period within which a cow may show this diar- 
rhoea varies greatly. The animal to which 1 last referred 
showed these symptoms for eighteen months, and on 
post-mortem revealed very slight macroscopical lesions, 
the small intestine being very slightly thickened, but the 
microscope revealed the bacillus without much trouble. 
In another case I have noticed a young cow after calving 
pine and scour and die in six weeks, and post-mortem 
revealed marked symptoms. 

_ _[ have not noticed any swelling of the dewlap or in the 
inter-maxillary space or throat. 

€ eyes in some cases appear very sunken, due to 
the wasting of the tissues behind, but they retain 
their brilliancy and_they have a good dew on the nose. 

Out of eight cases I post-mortemed only one contrac 
pneumonia before death, 
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Diagnosis and Treatment.—From my previous re- 
marks it may be noted that one must be very guarded 
in diagnosis and prognosis. It is wise to rely on the 
history of the case if this can be discovered, and enquire 
as far as possible where the animal has cume from if 
recently brought into a herd, and if possible discover 
whether the animal bas been in contact with any other 
cows, or in a herd where diarrhoea has been a very com- 
mon trouble. Test the animal with tuberculin and be 
sure there is no reaction. Where there is one cow 
affected there are almost sure to be others, so carefully 
observe the herd when tied up at milking time and 
notice the nature of the faeces. Use the thermometer 
freely and observe the temperature of all suspected 
cases. 

The only treatment I can advise is the use of seda- 
tive medicines given in plenty of wheat flour and starch 
gruel ; when necessary stimulants may be added, and 
animals should be kept on a dry nutritive diet. I 
recently tried large doses of tannic acid and subnitrate 
of bismuth given in gruel, which certainly took tempor- 
ary effect. I also tried dosing a cow with increasing 
doses of liquor arsenicalis with the object of poisoning 
the bacilli, bunt my medicine had more effect on the 
cow than on the bacilli. But whatever you use, you 
may be sure that in cows affected with this disease, on 
cessation of treatment the purging will soon be as per- 
sistent as before, and in time the animals will become in 
such a pitiable condition. that you must face the ques- 
tion of what is the best thing to be done. My advice is, 
take the poorest looking animal you can find in the herd 
and one that has had this severe diarrbiea, have it 
slaughtered, and inake a careful post-mortem examina- 
tion. You will no doubt then be able to certify as to 
the cause of the diarrhcea and demonstrate to your 
client the nature of the disease. 

Post-mortem Appearances.—This brings me on to the 
most important part of the subject before us, and here 
| will quote from Prof. M‘Fadyean’s recent paper again, 
in which he says :—‘A remarkable feature of this 
disease is the trivial character of the lesions, even when 
the number of the bacilli present is enormous.” I[ want 
to emphasise this fact, so that you will not miss the 
lesions if you come across them accidentally. 

After slaughter have the animal placed on its back 
and open the abdomen to show the peritoneal lining as 
far as possible, here one will observe nothing of an 
abnormal character ; in carcases that have not been bled 
the bowel may appear slightly anemic, it is unusual to 

nd any ascites. Tf a portion of the small intestine be 
taken between the finger and thumb with gentle pres- 
Sure one may detect abnormal thickening of the bowel 
wall. It is wise to then have the whole of the small and 
large intestine with the mesentary and its lymphatic 
glands carefully removed and placed on a tray or table 
where they can be conveniently examined, for without 
the use of the knife and a careful examination of the 
ymphatic glands and mucous membrane little will be 

Iscovered. The whole of the bowel should be split 
open in its entire length (this, although it may sound a 
long undertaking is easily done with a pair of bowel 
scissors or a sharp thin bladed knife with a cork fixed on 
the point) for the mucous membrane varies considerably, 
one portion being often more affected than the other. 

€small intestine is the part usually most affected, 

although the whole of the bowel, both large and small, 
ls often very much thickened in advanced cases of the 
disease, The pyloric end of the small bowel usually 
does not show the lesions so markedly as the jejunum 
and ileum. The ileac portion is most prominently 
thickened. Here one’s attention is attracted by the 
Peculiar thickening of the mucous membrane, which in 
an advanced state will be so much thickened as to repre- 
‘ut the close convolutions of the brain. The — 


portions of the ileum removed from three different cases. 
With these you will also see a portion of normal intes- 
tine obtained from the ileum of a healthy young bul- 
lock. It has been preserved in spirit as long as the 
other specimens, therefore you can compare the two. 
You will notice the normal wrinkling of the healthy 
bowel and by gently stretching the gut these wrinkles 
disappear, but not so with the diseased portions. 
Again, the wrinkling is much more pronounced and the 
elevated ridges are much thicker, and are permanent 
folds which do not disappear when the bowel is 
stretched. 

The large intestine may be thickened in a similar 
fashion, though the ridges are wider apart and it does 
not present the convoluted appearance like in the small 
bowel. The cecum often shows considerable numbers 
of hemorrhagic patches which vary very much in size 
and extent. I have here three cxcums, all of these 
showed a large number of these areas, varying from the 
size of a threepenny piece to that of a shilling. (The 
spirit in which they have been preserved having de- 
stroyed this appearance, you may see a little of what | 
mean by holding one up t» the light). 

{ have never seen in any of the post-mortems I have 

made any signs of ulceration of the large or small] bowel, 
and I may state this is a peculiar feature of a disease 
where there is such severe tissue disturbance with 
superficial desquamation of the mucous membrane, and 
it is peculiar that necrosis and ulceration do not follow 
as a natural consequence and become a_ prominent 
feature. Turning to the lymphatic glands, these are 
usually enlarged but to no very great extent, and some- 
times so slightly as to appear quite normal. On cutting 
intoan enlarged mesenteric gland, an abnormal quantity 
of fluid runs out, of a slightly milky colour but very 
watery in constituence. The glands appear normal to 
the naked eye. The spleen and liver show no lesions, 
but in nearly all of the cows of this herd I have found in 
the livers more or less enlargement of the bile ducts 
with, in places, calcareous deposits caused by flukes, and 
also a few flukes in the livers, but this no doubt is the 
result of the animals grazing on low lying brook land, 
and has no connection with the other lesions. 
This, I think, gentlemen, 1s as nearly as I can describe 
all that is to be seen in the post-mortem. For further 
diagnosis one must turn to the microscope and there 
look for the organism and observe any pathological 
change the tissues have undergone. I do not intend to 
inflict on you a lengthy discourse on the pathology of 
the disease, although this is perhaps more interesting, 
but as [ have some beautiful microscopic specimens 
kindly prepared for me by Mr. W. Sheather, M.R-C.V.S., 
of the Boyal Veterinary College, I will endeavour briefly 
to outline some of their chief features. Before doing so 
I must refer to another point. 


Metuop or INFECTION. 


This is undoubtedly by deglutition, the organism 
being taken into the alimentary tract adhering to the 
food, and also probably in water, in the ox it finds its 
predilection seat in the intestinal mucous membrane, 
and later infests the lymphatic glands. There is little 
known as to the length of time that the bacillus will 
live outside of the animal body, but I am inclined to 
think that its life is not very long. Since I destroyed 
all the animals of this herd suffering from the disease 
and isolated any suspected cases, the apparently sound 
cows were put on fresh pastures and the contaminated 
meadows were thoroughly dressed with lime and allowed 
to remain empty for nearly three mouths. The cows 
have now returned to these meadows and I have had 
no further trouble, and none of them have showed any 
symptoms of scouring. 

As regards susceptibility, no doubt with this as in all 
other diseases some animals have a natural immunity, 
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whilst others may be very susceptible to infection. This 
disease has not been observed in sheep and goats, and 
deer are said to be immune. 

Returning to the microscopical part of the subject I 
cannot do better than advise you all to read Prof. 
M‘Fadyean’s paper, published in March number of The 
Journal of Comparative Pathology, which is most 
excellently illustrated with microscopographs. 

To discover the bacillus, perhaps the simplest 
method is to take a portion of the diseased bowel, 
wash it carefully to remove any traces of feces, then 
make a smear or scraping of the mucous membrane 
on an ordinary glass slide or cover glass. Like the 
Tubercle bacillus, it is a very difficult organisin to stain, 
in the sense that the ordinary solutions of the basic 
analin dyes do not stain it at all at ordinary tempera- 
tures, or only after a very long exposure to their action—- 
for several + na Probably the best stain for ordinary 
purposes is Ziehl-Neelson’s stain. This will stain either 
a cover-glass preparation or a section of bowel of ordi- 
nary thickness in ten minutes at ordinary temperatures, 
which may be shortened by warming the stain : after 
staining decolourise in a 25 per cent. aqueous solation 
of Sulphuric acid. This bacillus is very acid fast, and 
preparations have been kept in this acid solution for 
sixteen hours without losing their stain. As a contrast 
stain Methylene blue is usually employed in aqueous 
solution, after the preparation has been thoroughly 
washed to get rid of the acid: after staining with 
Methylene blue cover-glass or scraping preparations 
simply require to be washed, dried, and mounted, but 
sections should be washed dehydrated in alcohol and 
clarified in clove oil, then mounted. The preparations 
will then show John’s bacillus stained a bright red or 
reddish purple, and the cell nuclei and accidental bac- 
teria present will be stained blue. Slides prepared in 
this way were shown. Onea scraping from the intes- 
tinal mucous membrane, showing the bacilli in large 
numbers. II. and IIL, sections of the bowel showing 
the bacilli stained red and the tissues stained blue ; two 
others, sections of the bowel stained with Haemalum and 
eosin to show the abnormal condition and tissue change 
which has taken place. You will notice in the speci- 
mens Nos. [I. and III. under a low power, reddish- 

urple darkly stained areas, these are masses of bacilli. 

his will give you some idea of the enormous numbers 
of bacilli present. One requires a high power to be 
able to see these bacilli, as they are very small, and in 
the majority smaller.than the Tubercle bacillus, there- 
fore I have one specimen under 1-12th oil immersion lense. 
The other specimens you will see under lower powers. 
In sections stained by Ziehl-Neelsen’s stain you will 
notice that the bacilli appear to be distributed in clumps 
chiefly lodged in the sub-mucous tissues, but some are 
free close to the surface of the mucous membrane and 
others in the fine reticulum of the villi. The inter- 
cellular tissue of the glands is increased, causing them 
to atrophy from pressure, and the villi may become 
partly denuded of epithelium. The sub-mucous coat is 
where most thickening takes place, the normal texture 
being replaced by epithelioid cells Two of the speci- 
mens show very distinctly what I have already des- 
cribed—enlarged villi, thickened sub-mmcous coat. and 
desquamation of epithelium, but they are not stained to 
the — 

n conclusion I will compare this organism wi 
one which most resembles Pit ‘old 
the tubercle bacillus, with which it may easily be con- 
founded and with which it no doubt fraternises in the 

y of bovines. John’s bacillus is similar in morpho- 
logy and staining reactions, both being very acid fast 
but of the two it is a trifle the smaller. | ave a good 
specimen of th ‘illus wi if 
pecimen of the tubercle bacillus with me prepared from 
a lesion in a horse’s spleen, if any member would like to 


compare the two I shall be pleased to show it, The’ 


lesions differ completely. One never finds necrosis, sup- 
puration and caseation as symptoms, of this disease. 
The bacillus seems to make the bowel and bowel lym- 
phatic glands its habitat, and if it is carried to other 
parts of the body, as undoubtedly it may be, the other 
organs and glands of the body do not seem favourable 
to its growth. Again, with the enormous number of 
bacilli present the lesions may be said to be trifling, 
but the tubercle organisms in like numbers would show 
marked and unmistakable lesions. The toxin elaborated 
by John’s bacillus evidently has the opposite effects to 
that of the tubercular toxin, for instead of causing the 
death of the tissues in which it is evolved it seems to 
cause them to proliferate. Prof. M‘Fadyean’s experi- 
ments have shown that it is innocuous to the guinea-pig 
and rabbit, and perhaps the most convincing of all is 
that it has never been cultivated in any known artificial 
wedia in the laboratory up to the present. Nodoubt a 
large field is open to investigation, and it is to the 
laboratory and the pathologist we must look for help in 
the diagnosis of this disease. Someone may be able to 
find the culture medium wanted for the growth of the 
bacillus, then probably we may obtain a substance 
available as a preventive inoculation or asan aid in diag- 
nosing the disease with certainty. 


Discussion. 


The CHAIRMAN invited discussion and remarked that 
they had just had an excellent paper from Mr. Angwin. 
He had entered most fully into the matter. It was 
erudite of all points concerning the disease so far as was 
known at present, and he congratulated their friend on 
bringing forward such a concise, lucid, and comprehen- 
sive paper on this new disease. He said new disease, 
but there was of course nothing new about it; it was 
only their knowledge of it that was new. He thought 
he had seen this disease for a good many years, but he 
had not known until recently what it really was. Only 
Only a little while ago he was asked by a farmer to see 
four animals that were in this condition ; and having 
seen Professor M‘Fadyean’s report he was desirous to 
know what was really the matter with them. He did 
not think it was tuberculosis, but he thought at first 
that it resulted from one of those little worms that bur- 
rowed into the mucous membrane of the fourth stomach, 
as it was called. It turned out, however, to be this 
very disease, and he was rather surprised that a case 
should have come into his hands just at that time. The 
post-mortem appearances were almost identical with 
those Mr. Angwin had described to-day. As to the best 
thing to do, he fancied the best course was to get them 
clean off the placeatonce. Whether it was tuberculosis 
or whether it was not, he did not think there was much 
doubt about the recommendation they should make to 
their clients, and that was—clear them off, and not run 
any further risk of the disease spreading to other 
animals. It was a very intractable disease, and as Sir 
John M‘Fadyean had said, he was afraid it was more 
widely distributed than many of them were aware. 
There was no cough. The animals ate and drank well, 
and there was apparently no reason why they should 
not thrive and do well, but for this persistent diarrhea 
which one was unable to cope with. It was a very g 
suggestion to kill one of the worst animals and become 
— clear about the diagnosis, and then tell the owner 
the best thing he could do was to put all the others out 
of the way. 

Mr. Hunrtne observed that as one who was ignorant 
of anything in the way of bovine pathology he should 
not have ventured to intervene in the discussion that 
afternoon if it had not been stated that the March issue 
of The Journal of Comparative Pathology was the first 
English saya to refer to this disease. That was not 
so. At the meeting of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion at Liverpool last year Professor Bang was kind 
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enough to describe this very disease to them as some- 
thing entirely new, and he also showed them specimens 
under the microscope and gave them drawings of the 
clinical appearance of the bowels. As secretary of that 
little show he wanted to impress upon them that they 
did a bit of good, and were sometimes the pioneers in 
pathological work. After Professor Bang had given 
them his account of the disease there were at least halfa 
dozen other men who got up and recognised the disease 
as one they had seen but which they had not been able 
to understand. He was told it was very difficult to 
diagnose, and had been very often confused with tuber- 
culosis, and if, as he believed, it was incurable, and might 
be spread by deglutition, as Mr Angwin said it was, it 
was a matter of extreme importance for the country 
eee to realise that they had the disease amongst 
them. 

Mr. Porcu wished to ask Mr. Angwin whether he 
had seen this disease in any other cattle than Jerseys, 
and whether he thought the Jersey cattle were the source 
of the contagion. 

Mr. ANGWIN thought their President’s remarks had 
answered that question. The disease was well known in 
Shorthorns and Herefords, but he (Mr. Angwin) had 
only seen it in Jerseys, and he rather believed it must 
have been started in this p:rticular herd by the importa- 
tion of a couple of Jersey cows. He was talking to Sir 
John M‘Fadyean on the subject one day and he gathered 
from him that the disease was rampant in Jersey. He 
also believed that the fact of tubereulin having failed 
in cases of this disease had led many pe»ple to think 
that it was the tuberculin which was at fault. There 
was no necessity to confuse the two diseases. They 
were perfectly distinct as they would see when they 
inspected bis specimens of the two organisms under the 
microscope. 

Mr. CHASE mentioned a case which had come under 
his own notice in South Africa. The owner, a gentle- 
man, who was importing Jerseys to his farms both at 
Cape Town and Pretoria, found that soon after the 
animals calved they got this persistent diarrhoea, and 
gradnally got poorer and poorer, and although they did 
all they possibly could to stop the diarrhoea he regretted 
to say they were unsuccessful, and that eventually they 
had to kill them. They tested the animals with tuber- 
culin and were so sure it was tuberculosis that they 
blamed the tuberculin, but whea they made the post- 
mortem examination they came to the conclusion that it 
must be a very small parasite which caused the thicken- 
ing of the bowel. After the discovery of this John’s 
disease, as it was called, there was absolutely no doubt 
that that was what they had been dealing with, and he 
thonght they had made a great step forward by the dis- 
covery of the bacillus of the disease. Hitherto they 
had told clients it was either tuberculosis or enteritis, 
and had treated the animals for either one thing or the 
other, with most unsatisfactory results. He hoped that 
with the experimental work that was now going on that 
before long they would be able to find something that 
wonld be in a measure curative, or at any rate that they 
would be able to prevent the disease. If they examined 
the organisms carefully they would find that those of 
John’s disease were shorter and thicker than those of 
tuberculosis. They would also find that whereas the 
tubercle bacilli arranged themselves in faggots or bun- 
dles, in this disease they were all separate. 


‘ Mr. G. H. Livesey moved, in pursuance of notice :— 
That a small Executive Committee of five members be 
appointed to assist the President and Hon. Secretary in 


these additional meetings would entail on the shoulders 
of Mr. Todd without bearing a little of it themselves. 
The appointment of an Executive Committee had worked 
well with other Societies like the Central. 

Mr. ANGWIN seconded, and the proposal having been 
warmly supported by Mr. Hunting and Mr. Porch it was 
put to the meeting and carried. 

It was also decided that the following should consti- 
tute the Committee: Mr. Livesey, sae! the 
President, and seconded by Mr. Hulford ; Mr. E. Whitley 
Baker, proposed by Mr. Hunting and seconded by Mr. 
Livesey ; Mr. H. Smith, proposed by Mr. Livesey and 
seconded by Mr. Todd; Mr. Pack, proposed by Mr. 
Pritchard and seconded by Mr. Todd ; and Mr. Porch, 
proposed by Mr. Pritchard and seconded by the 
President. 

Mr. Livesey took it that this Committee would be 
appointed every year at the annual meeting. 

The PRESIDENT : Yes. 

In response to an invitation from the chair to exhibit 
post-mortem specimens or mention cases of interest, 
Mr. Porcu detailed an experience which recently came 
under his notice of a horse dying from a rupture of the 
coeliac axis, 

Mr. LivesEy mentioned a case of a pony being struck 
in the eye with a polo ball. The ball, he said, was 
driven with considerable force, and struck the pony 
exactly in the centre of the eye, the ball of which was 
ruptured. On making an examination, however, they 
found that neither the orbit or the orbital rim had 
suffered scarcely any damage. Ten years ago he had 
another such case of a pony at Ranelagh where the 
orbital rim was damaged. Mr. Livesey also mentioned 
the case of a pony which was hit by a polo ball exactly 
in the centre of the trachea, breaking two of the rings. 
The PRrestDENT referring to Mr. Porch’s case said - 
had not seen any rupture of the ceeliac axis, but he had 
seen several cases in which the coeliac axis had been 
almost entirely clothed with small worms, and he sug- 
gested that possibly there had been an aneurism give 
way and that Mr. Porch was unable afterwards to 
detect it. 

Mr. ANewIn asked for information with reference to 
featherfew pvisoning in lambs. Eight lambs had 
died on a farm recently from some form of narcotic 
poisoning, and the only thing they could attribute it to 
was that the animals must have eaten a lot of the 
common “ featherfew.” 

Mr. LivesEy gave notice that at the next meeting he 
would propose that Mr. Angwin be elected a Fellow of 
the Society under Rule II. in recognition of his paper 
that day. 

Mr. SmitH said he should be pleased :to second that, 
for he had learnt a lot from Mr. Angwin’s paperand that 
it had cleared up many things which had troubled him 
in the past. 

The Hon. Sec. announced that a telegram had been 
received from Mr. Walter Burt, junr., stating that he 
was sorry he could not get away for the meeting, and 
asking him to thank the members for voting for him. 
Mr. Topp added that he should like to take that 
opportunity to en that they pass a resolution of 
congratulation to Mr. Burt on his success at the recent 
election of Council. Knowing Mr. Burt as he did, he 
felt sure that although he was elected on perhaps one 
question of the day for the initiation of which the 
had to thank Mr. Livesey, now he was on the Seuss, 
he would work loyally with the other members and do 
his best for the elevation of the profession generally. It 
was a matter for congratulation he thought that they 


organising meetings and to manage the affairs of the| already had three highly respected members of the 
Society.” They were now asking their Hon. Secretary | Council intimately associated with their Society, and 
to arrange for six meetings a year, and although the|he was snre they and Mr. Burt would work well to- 


latter with his usual energy would no doubt be equal to | gether. 
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The PRestDENT had very great pleasure 1n seconding, 
and the proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Livesey called attention to the fact that a com- 
mittee had been formed by the Board of Agriculture to 
enquire into the subject of distemper in dogs, and sai 
he understood that any assistance members of their 
profession could offer that committee would be gladly 
welcomed. 

This concluded the business of the meeting but before 
separating the members, on the initiative of Mr. Hunt- 
ing, cordially expressed _ their thanks to the President 


‘“MrEatT AND MILK” AT THE HEALTH Con- 
GREss, oF Man:—Some EXTRACTS. 


Pusiic ABATTOIRS. 


Dr. Sidney Marsden opened a discussion on the sub- 
ject of public abattoirs, discussing the question from 
many points of view. He also advocated proper in- 
spection of meat by qualified inspectors. It was a scan- 
dal that private slaughter-houses should continue to 
exist on the ground of compensation. The small amount 
a man had to pay in a public slanghter-house could not 
weigh with him, and the real difficulty was not the com- 

nsation, but that the man was doing a traffic which 

e did not want known. The authorities of those large 
towns which did not provide public slaughter-honses 
were greatly to blame. 

Dr. Mason condemned the private abattoir, with its 
offensive and degrading effect on the younger popula- 
tion. 

Dr. Sergeant admitted that there was great danger 
from the insufficient inspection of meat in private 
slaughter-honses and the practice of butchers going into 
rural districts to slaughter ought not to be allowed. 
Doubtful or diseased cattle were often disposed of by 
farmers and butchers in this way. No meat should be 
sold from unauthorised premises without the sanction of 
the local authority. 

Dr. Holden also advocated public slaughter-honses and 
the inspection of carcases sold for food. He referred to 
communicability of tuberculosis and other diseases by 
infected meat. 

This concluded the business of the section. 


IN RELATION TO PuBLic HEALTH. 


The veterinary section of the Institute met on Tues- 
day in the Library of the Town Hall. The section have 
three important subjects to discuss---“ Milk in Relation 
to Public Health,” “The Inspector of Meat,” and “The 
Qualification of an [nspection of Meat.” The two 
former subjects are of vital importance to the people of 
the British Isles and have a special interest to the in- 
habitants of Manxland, wrapped up as they are with 
that terrible disease consumption which is so prevalent 
in the Island. 

‘The President is Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.C.V.S., 
Manchester ; and he has as vice-presidents Messrs. 7. 
Eaton Jones, M.R.C.V.S., J. McKinna, F.R.C.VSS. 
Hudderstield ; and Woods, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan; while the 
hon. secretary is Mr. T. S, Atkinson, M.R.C.V.S., inspec- 
tor of the Donglas abbatoir. . 

The President, in his opening address, said that it was 
a great pleasure for them to meet in order to take part in 
promoting the public good in the matter of the health of 
the nation. The strength of a nation consisted in the 
possession of a healthy, vigorous people, industrious 
resourceful, and contented. He compared the condi. 
tions of life of the working classes of 100 years ago with 
those of to-day, and attributed the degeneration of the 


\ 


race to the crowding of the large cities and the substi- 
tution of a flesh diet for a vegetable one. Hygiene 
sought to ameliorate those conditions, and they were 
met to discuss the bearing cn the health of man of all 


d| nourishment derived from the animal kingdom, of disease 


communicated from one to the other, and of phenomena 
in the disease of one which throw light on diseases of 
the other. Comparative pathology had not received the 
attention it merited, and he felt sure that many medical 
problems would be solved in the future by it. A notable 
advance had been made by Professor Bang, who had 
proved that consumption—* tuberculosis ”—is not here- 
ditary, but that it is contracted shortly after birth by 
taking the milk of the mother or by inhaling her breath. 
The results of the experiments and observations made 
by the Royal Commission on tuberculosis showed 
authoritatively that the disease tuberculosis—consump- 
tion in all its forms—is one and the same in animals and 
man, and that it may be communicated from man to 
animals and vice versa. In plain words, human beings 
were dying of this disease which they had contracted 
from meat and milk which contained the bacilli. This 
was especially noticeable in the case of children and 
weakly people, who use milk largely as a diet.—After 
referring to the unsatisfactory inspection of meat and 
the traffic in diseased meat in the country districts, he 
drew attention to the dirty conditions under which 
milking is done and the myriads of micro-organisms that 
result from this, and its transmission to towns. The 
world had been greatly shocked lately by the revelations 
with regard to the slaughter of animals in Chicago, but 
if the people of these islands thought that every care and 
cleanliness were used in this country in the slaughter 
and dressing of animals for food they were very much 
mistaken. It was notorious that animals about to die 
with anthrax were killed, dressed, and sent to the towns 
for food. The same was true of parts of carcases from 
animals suffering from the loathsome disease “ Black 
Quarter,” and also true with respect to “ wasters” with 
tuberculous cows in calving, and many febrile and un- 
wholesome conditions. He advocated the appointment 
of a central body for the prohibition of offences against 
the health of the public, and concluded by recommend- 
ing the various papers to be read to their serious and 
practical consideration. 

The paper on “Milk in Relation to Public Health,” 
prepared by Professor H. T. Annett, M.D., Liverpool 
University, was then read by Mr. Atkinson. The writer, 
after briefly touching on the various diseases transmit- 
ted by milk, a food which he described as comparing 
more or less unfavourably with sewage in its bacteriologi- 
cal contents, described the conclusions drawn by the 
Royal Commission on tuberculosis. He hoped that the 
ontcome of the report of the Commission would be the 
introduction of fresh legislation on the subject, and if 
that were so he hoped that the opportunity would be 
taken to deal not only with the subject of tuberculosis 
transmission by milk, but also with the larger and more 
inclusive subject of the milk supply in general. After 
dealing with the many diseases transmitted by milk 
owing to a diseased cow, the other diseases, due to the 
filthy conditions that obtained at the milking and dur- 
Ing transmission of the food to the consumer, were 
— on, and legislative and educational methods 

rged. 

_ The debate which followed was full of interest and 
important to the national welfare. It was keenly joined 
in by most of those present—veterinary surgeons, doc- 
tors, and medical officers, councillors, cowkeepers, etc.— 
and showed the grasp the members had of the subject 
and the deep interest they take in the many reforms so 
urgently needed. 

Mr. J. W. Brrrriepanx, F.R.C.V.S., of the Public 
Health Department, Manchester, opened the discussion. 


i for his conduct in the chair. 

( 

t 

b 

fe 

tl 

u 


July 20, 1907 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 41 


He pointed out that the legislative powers which they at 
present possessed were surrounded by enormous difficul- 
ties, and strongly urged that the powers of dealing with 
the milk supply should be taken out of the hands of 
small local authorities and given either to the county 
councils or some higher body. He advocated the com- 
pulsory registration of all cow-keepers and milk-sellers, 
and the payment of compensation to the owxers of cows 
slaughtered which were suffering from tuberculosis. 

Dr. GARRETT urged the taking of the powers out of 
the hands of small local authorities, who were incapa- 
ble and would not perform their duties, and the relega- 
tion of the powers under the Acts, to a central 
authority, who would appoint the officials in the various 
districts. 

Mr. THos. BackHousg, secretary of the Cowkeepers’ 
Association, Liverpool, spoke of the good results that 
had followed on the reforms brought about by the Coun- 
cil of that city. He alleged that cows in large cities 
subject to constant inspection were more free from 
disease than those in the country ; while the conditions 
under which they were milked and the milk kept were 
more cleanly. He pointed out that in Liverpool 600 
cubic feet of air space, with proper light, was what was 
allowed, and considered that that would be enough also 
for the country districts, where 800 feet was being 
advocated. 

Mr. JAMES KING, veterinary inspector, London, 
accused the local authorities of destroying thousands of 
lives yearly owing to their refusal to take action against 
people for supplying contaminated milk. He strongly 
advocated the establishment of a central authority. 

Dr. Dickson, medical officer of health for Leeds, also 
advocated a central authority to look after the other 
authorities. The conditions under which milk was sup- 
plied in the country districts was a disgrace, and any one 
knowing it would refuse to drink ir. 

Mr. Atkrnson, Douglas, considered that the tubercu- 
lin test was almost infallible, but it should be used with 
great caution, as it was no criterion as to the extent of 
the test. 

Mr. Frep. Sroner, Chairman of the Liverpool Cow- 
keepers’ Association, said that the cows in Liverpool 
were medically tit owing to the good inspection, and the 
result was that tubercules in the Liverpool milk had 
almost disappeared. All cattle that had tuberculosis 
should be killed, and he advocated that powers 
ecg be given to import from Canada cattle that were 
ree, 

Sir Cuas CAMERON, medical officer of health for 
Dublin, spoke of the important work which the veteri- 
nary surgeons were doing. He noticed that in some dis- 
tricts the medical officers were rather inclined to look 
down on the veterinary surgeons ; but they should be 
co-workers, and hoped they would strongly resent any 
such pretentions to superiority. He had long been of 
opinion that tuberculosis ought to be scheduled, and 
compensation ought to be paid to people whose cattle 
were destroyed. The inspection of the country milk 
sheds in Ireland was nil, and he had found samples of 
country milk that w-sin a filthy state. In contrast, the 
Dublin dairy milk, being produced under proper condi- 
tions, was clean. 

Professor W. R. SmirH expressed pleasure that a 
veterinary section was connected with the Institute, and 
hoped more veterinary surgeons would join the Institute, 
because the more the veterinary surgeons and the medi- 
cal officers of health worked together, the better it would 
be for the health of the public. (Hear, hear.)—Refer- 
ring to the milk supply, he spoke of the enormous 
Opportunities of contamination there were of milk at the 
farms, and urged that steps should be taken to prevent 
this contamination as far as possible. People in towns 


what was wanted is a higher authority to which they 
could appeal. He also advocated the appointment of 
veterinary surgeons as inspectors of dairy cattle. He 
proposed a resolution urging greater legislative powers 
in the carrying out of the dairy, cowsheds, ek wilk 
shop orders, and the employment of veterinary surgeons 
for the systematic inspection of milch cows. 

The motion was seconded and carried unanimously, 
and the business was adjourned. 


MILK Supp ty. 


Dr. SERGEANT opened a discussion on milk supply> 
and impressed the importance of its purity in view of the 
many dangerous diseases of which milk might become 
the channel of infection. It was estimated that there 
were more than 80,000 tuberculous cows, and the bulk of 
their milk must be open to suspicion. It was necessary 
that those engaged in dairy operations should be cleanly, 
and also that the animals furnishing the supply should 
be kept in healthy condition. The Doctor advocated 
inspection of all cow sheds by qualified veterinary sur- 
geons, unhampered by local influences, and the respon- 
sibility for supervision should rest with the Count 
Councils. He said it was impossible for the healt 
otticer to do his duty where smal] farmers bad these 
matters under control, or where the interested landlord 

resided over the Council. He did not blame the land- 
ord, to whom it was a serious matter to have to put bis 
shippons in order at considerable expense ; but he 
thought the Government might lend them money for 
such purposes at low interest.—The Doctor went on to 
refer to the contamination of milk supplies in towns, and 
the best means of providing against it, and for safeguard- 
ing the he»Ith of infants. Where a local council was in 
default, it should be superseded in the work of inspec- 
tioa by the County Council. He recommended that, in- 
stead of the registration of cowkeepers, there should be 
a system of annual licences renewable only if the pre- 
mises were kept in a sanitary condition, as in the case of 
slaughter houses. At the present time the conditions of 
cowhouses in country districts of which he had acquain- 
tance was no better than it was 30 years ago, and in the 
South of England it was worse. (Applanse.) 
Dr. Ropertson, Chairman of the Public Health Com- 
mittee of Edinburgh, explained the work done by them 
in regard to the investigation of the milk supply and the 
methods adopted to improve it. Ina large percentage 
by the new regulations they had attained a standard 
better than that recently fixed. The greater purity 
was due to the better ventiletion and lighting of the 
byres, the better grooming of the cows, improved water 
supplies of farms, and better paving of floors and byres. 
The furmation of large dairy farms had helped the im- 
provement of the milk, as the larger dairy farmers were 
alive to the importance of using proper methods. 
Tuberculin tested milk were seld at 5d. per gallon in 
Edinburgh more than ordinary milk, and it was guaran- 
teed free from tubercular matter. The local authori- 
ties were largely to blame for the bad supply of milk at 
present. The first way to get a pure supply of milk was 
tc geta committee of ladies to work to visit the dairies 
and cowsheds and see the conditions in which the milk 
was produced. In describing the proper conditions 
which should prevail in cowhouses, Dr. Robertson poin- 
ted out that proper ventilation was far more important 
than mere air space. He condemned sterilisation of 
milk as illogical. They should keep the milk pnre from 
the beginning, and then there was no necessity to steri- 
lise it either by boiling or otherwise. 
Dr. GREENWoop thought that without much expense 
to the farmer they could get a much better milk supply 
if cleanliness was more observed by him. If he went 
to the cow-milking with clean hands, and decent] 
washed clothes, if his head was washed occasionally, if 


would be much better protected if the country and 
urban councils did their work, but they did not ; and 


the cows were groomed and the shippons kept clean, 
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they would have a far cleaner supply, and the cost to 
the farmer would be insignificant. He thonght they had 
nearly law enough on this subject, but the trouble was 
that it was optional with the local authority whether 
they made bye-laws and enforced them or not. He felt 
inclined to move that the regulations regarding dairies, 
cowsheds, and milksheds should be made compulsory in 
case of failure of any local authority to carry out those 
regulations. 

Dr. Brack, formerly of Douglas, and now of Perth, 
W.A., said he happened to be the head of a department 

of public health controlling a million square wiles of 
territory which had dealt many years wit this subject. 
A formidable list had been given to the Congress of what 
ought to be done, but why did they not get their legisla- 
tures to apply what had been in force elsewhere for many 
ears, and worked out with absolutely perfect success ! 
Why could not the parents copy the children? Every- 
thing they wanted they would find in the Acts, and bye- 
laws, and regulations on this subject in Australia, and 
ublic bodies here had nothing to do but copy them. 
aving been absent from this country 16 years, it was 
very melancholy, coming back again, to see how little 
progress had been made, and how far the children had 
outstripped the parents in these very important 
matters. 

The resolution was then put in the following form, 
and carried unanimously :— 

(1) The regulations formulated by the Local Govern- 
ment Board with respect to dairies and cowsheds should 
be compulsory. 

(2) In case local authorities do nut carry ont their 
duties, the supervising authority (the County Council) 
should do so. 

(3) A system of annual licences in respect to cowsheds 
and milksheds, renewable only if the premises are kept 
in satisfactory condition, should be substituted for the 
present system. 


THe Necessity FOR INSPECTION. 
COMPENSATION TO BuTCHERS AND FARMERS. 


The Veterinary Section met on Wednesday under the 
presidency of Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme. There was again 
a large attendance, and a keen interest was taken in the 
paper and the debate 

Mr. James A. Drxon, M.R.C.V.S., Leeds, read a paper 
on “The Inspection of Meat,” in which he emphasised 
the fact that at present there is, except in isolated in- 
stances, no effectual inspection of meat either in the 
slaughter houses or the butchers’ shops, and made out 
an unanswerable case for thorough inspection. One of 
the mest astonishing observations to the students of the 
English people was the extraordinary indifference they 
displayed in the matter of the quality and condition of 
their food. After showing a we the meat inspector 
should know, the essayist contended that the only 
reliable system of inspection was that carried on in the 
abattoirs under the supervision cf properly trained in- 
spectors. He advocated a evonsh system of inspec- 
tion before and after slaughter, and the provision of abat- 
toirs with one large slaughter hall. With regard to 
private slaughter-houses, he did not know of any system 
that could be satisfactory, and he advised that they all 
be abolished. He also pointed out that many animals 
were slaughtered in the country, and it was those ani- 
mals that provide the material for most of the unsound 
meat prosecutions. The best system to adopt with 
country-dressed carcases was that they should be ex- 
amined at one central place, and demand that every car- 
case should be accompanied by the offal. The marking 
of meat in the abattoir was urged as the only practic. 
able method of ensuring good inspection of meat shops 
There was still one class of building which had not om 
ceived attention, that was pie and Sausage factories, 


where two dangers existed, viz., the chance of doubtful 
carcases being rendered unrecognisable by chopping, and 
secondly, the danger of filth. That the first existed 
there could be no doubt, where screw beasts were manu- 
factured into delicacies; while the second (danger of 
tilth) could not be exaggerrated, for he had seen sausage 
factories which for filth would be a disgrace to Chicago 
at its worst. He advocated licensing of such places, 
strict regulations, and inspection by the meat inspectors. 
The paper concluded with brief references to the more 
common diseases which render food unfit, the habits 
of the screw butcher, the practice of blowing calves, ete. 

Mr. James Kine, M R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector, 
Metropolitan Cattle Market, London, opened the dis- 
cussion, complimenting Mr. Dixon on the paper, with 
which he agreed except as to the oper hall system of 
slaughter-houses and the clearing house. With regard 
to the open hall, a better plan was to have each 
slaughtering place divided by a wall, say, seven feet 
high, so that the beasts would not see each other ; while 
the clearing house could not be worked in large cities 
like London or Manchester. He urged that meat in- 
spectors should be properly trained veterinary surgeons, 
who must make themselves acquainted with the different 
qualities of meat, the different ways butchers cut it up, 
and know how to determine between the sexes of the 
carcases. The time had surely arrived when the food of 
the public should not be inspected by ex-policemen, 
oad surveyors, ete. 


[INSPECTORS OF MEAT. 


A paper on “ The Qualification of Inspectors of Meat,” 
by William Field, M.P., hon. secretary of the Dublin 
Victuallers’ Association, etc., was read by Mr. Atkinson, 
the secretary. The paper showed that, from a return 
published owing to a qnestion asked by Mr. Field in 
Parliament in 1895, meat inspectors were chiefly rele- 
gated to tram conductors, bricklayers, plumbers, police- 
men, and other individuals mysteriously qualified as 
“Sanitary Inspectors.” Ten years later a continuation 
of the return was obtained by him, and a very altered 
condition of affairs was presented. The writer advocated 
the se of butchers as meat inspectors under a 
properly qualified veterinary surgeon. He also strongly 
urged the necessity for compensation, either from local 
or Imperial funds, to the butchers who were found to 
have unsound beasts. He contended that Professor 
Koch’s view that bovine tuberculosis was not communi- 
cable to man was the correct one, notwithstanding the 
finding of the Royal Commitsion, which cost £48,000 
to the country. 

Dr. BLack, President of the Central Board of Health, 
Perth, Australia, said that all that Mr. Dixon had asked 
in his paper should be done, and all that Mr. King had 
advocated was already being done in Australia, and he 
asked them why on earth they did not adopt the laws 
and bye-laws of Australia on this subject, which covered 
all they could wish for. As for what Mr. Field had said 
about tuberculosis, he could only describe it as 
arrant rot. 

Dr. Bucnan, Medical Officer of Health, St. Helen’s, 
congratulated Mr. Dixon on the excellent paper. He 
was sorry that Mr. Field was not present as he could 
not attack him in his absence. He was sorry Mr. Field 
did not come among them more, because if he did he 
would not be such a bugbear in their way. It was easy 
for Dr. Blaek to tell them that they should copy Austra- 
lia, but there they had not the vested interests to fight 
that there were in England. He advocated the adoption 
of the Scotch system into England. He urged that all 
meat should be marked. There was only a small per- 
centage of screw butchers, but it was ~ oe that they 
had to deal with. He objected to the butchers receiving 


compensation for beasts which were suffering from tuber- 
culosis, because it was a trade risk. It was not fit for 
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food, and he could not see why the local authority 
should have to pay for that. If the butcher made a 
bad bargain he should abide by it, and not ask the 
ratepayers to help him. 

Mr. J. T. SaHare-Jones, F.R.C.V.S., University of 
Liverpool, representing the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain and Ireland, urged the claims 
of this subject to be treated as one of national import- 
ance, affecting as it does every wan, woman, and child. 
The question was one which should be dealt with by our 
politicians. The public should be made fully aware of 
its magnitude, since an enormous amount of public 
money would have to be spent before the problem 
could be effectively dealt with. At present the adminis- 
trative side of the question was in a state of chaos. 
Medical men, veterinary surgeons, s nitary inspectors, 

lumbers, policemen, in fact, he believed if a thorough 
investigation were made, it would be found that there 
would be very few professions or trades from which 
inspectors of meat were not drawn. Upon most flimsy 
qualifications the duty of inspecting meat was allocated 
to these various individuals, with the result that to 
say that the work as a whole was inefficiently performed 
was to put the case very mildly. This state of affairs 
as a matter of public interest could not be allowed to 
continue. It was not for him to say that the veteri- 
nary surgeon was the man to do the work, but he would 
say this, that the veterinary profession would welcome 
a thorough investigation into the qualifications of these 
various inspectors, in order that it might be ascertained 
to what extent the specific educational training which 
they had received entitled then: to pass judgment upon 
the flesh of the domesticated animals as to its fitness as 
a food for man. Public money would be spent—the 
public had a right to demaud that they should receive 
the services of men whose specific training rendered 
them the most efficient. On the question of compensa- 
tion, he pointed out that it was for the benefit of the 
whule that a beast was condemned, and, therefore, the 
ratepayers should pay. (Cries of approval and dissent). 
All private slaughter-houses fs «| he urged, be done 
away with, but it was impossible for small villages to 
erect public abattoirs, but in them the inspection could 
be more perfect. 

Mr. THEo. Lowey, C.C., President of the Liverpool 
Butchers’ Association, congratulated Mr. Dixon and the 


-Speakers on the manne: in which the subject had been 


dealt with ; the only party they were hard on was the 
one he belonged to, the butchers. He believed gener- 
ally that, within recent years, there bad been a great 
improvement in meat inspection. He urged more uni- 
formity in the inspection of meat. He also referred to 
the injustice of prosecuting and fining butchers for selling 
a beast suffering from anthrax, when it was impossible 
to tell when a beast suffered from it or not. The 
butchers of England did not agree to the marking of 
meat, because they considered it impossible, and that 
it would open the way to fraud. 

Major Butter, A.V.C., the War Office, Whitehall, 
London, stated that he had examined the system o 
meat inspection in Germany, which was carried out by 
veterinary surgeons. The cattle were all slaughtered in 
public abattoirs, and minutely inspected. All the meat 
was marked, and he could not understand what objec- 
tion there could be to that, when it was a guarantee 
that it was sound. He also noticed that the people 
were better grown than the people of England Whether 
that was due to better meat or not, he did not know ; 
but it might have something to do with it. He ex- 
ea surprise that anyone objected to compensation, 

cause diseased cattle were a danger to the present 
Seneration, and to the generations to come, and should 
be stamped ont. If they wished to get rid of it, they 
should be willing to pay for it. 


Mr. G. R. Grier, Liverpool, urged that all butchers 
should be placed on an equality, and that all inspection 
should be on the same standard, not on account of the 
loss that the butchers suffered, but so that the public 
should all have the same protection. 

Mr. WELLS put the question of compensation from a 
farmer’s point of view. 

Mr. Arxtnson, Douglas, also spoke on the question of 
compensation, and expl«ined the system that was in 
vogue in the Isleof Man. Since the Douglas Corpora- 
tion had instituted inspection of meat, the Donglas 
butchers had only bought meat subject to the beast 
passing inspection, so that there was no incentive to 
any Douglas butcher to get a wrong beast through. It 
was hard lines on farmers, as Major Butler had said. 
His conclusion was that, in some cases, there should be 
compensation, but in others there should not. He con- 
sidered that only bullocks and heifers should be guaran- 
teed, and cows and bulls should not, because if that was 
done the public would soon find out who were buying 
bullocks and heifers, and would know where to get 
the best meat. A great deal of tuberculosis was caused 
by the carelessness and neglect of the farmer, and, there- 
fore, that would have to be taken into consideration. 
With regard to Mr. Field’s paper, be could not agree 
with the conclusions drawn, and considered that the 
—- would do well to get him to work on different 
ines. 

Alderman GarspEN, Blackburn, considered that there 
should be compensation to both the butcher and farmer, 
but the matter wasa difficult one, and the screw butcher 
should never get compensation. They could, however, 
never expect to stamp out the disease unless compensa- 
tion was paid. 

Mr. Henry F. Moopy, Chief Sanitary Inspector, 
Grimsby, advocated the abolition of private slaughter- 
houses, and the establishment of clearing houses. 

Alderman T. Howes, Buckingham, strongly advocated 
compensation, but it should be paid to the farmer. He 
moved a motion advocating compensation in all cases 
of disease. 

The PrestpENT: For a broken leg, etc? That would 
never do. 

Mr. F. Stoner (Cow-keepers’ Association, Liverpool) 
pointed out that if some places paid compensation for 
tuberculosis, and others did not, those places that did 
— become the dumping ground for alt the diseased 
cattle. 

The PrestDENT pointed out, with regard to the reso- 
lution proposed by Ald. Hawes, that the subject for dis- 
cussion was meat inspection. 

Mr. ATKinson, Douglas, proposed, and Mr. Lowey 
seconded, the following resolution :-— 

“That this meeting is of opinion, and strongly urges. 
that a uniform system of inspection of meat should be 
carried out in all districts: that the qualification of 
meat inspectors should be raised: and is in favour of 
the principle of compensation for tuberculosis.” 

Mr. Kine, London, meved an amendment that the 


f | latter clause be struck out, on the ground that they were 


only dealing with inspection of meat. 

Mr. J. A. Dixon seconded the amendment, urging 
that the medical profession and the public were not yet 
educated up to the question of compensation for tuber- 
culosis, medical men holding that it was quite easy to 
tell by looking at a beast that it was suffering from 
tuberculosis, which all veterinary surgeons knew was 
not the case. 

The resolution was carried by a large majority. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Dixon, Mr. King, and the 
Chairman were carried with loud applause.—T7he Isle 
of Man Times. 
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“PREVENTIVE MEDICINE THE MEDICINE 
OF THE FUTURE.” 


At the Congress of the on 404 Institute of Public 
Health which was held at Douglas (Isle of Man) at the 
beginning of this month, Sir James Barr delivered a 
presidential address in the section of preventive medi- 
cine, which in its vigour of expression and felicity of 
praise was well worthy of its distinguished author, He 
took for his text “ Preventive Medicine the Medicine of 
the Future,” and preached a crusading sermon against 
the laissez-faire attitude with which too many — 
are content to contemplate a vast amount of preventable 
disease and self-inflicted national degeneracy, and he 
did not spare that curious perversion of “ Religion ” that 
attributes to the will of God the results of our own 
national hygienic and genetical shortcomings. He began 
by remarking that in interesting himself in preventive 
medicine he was not opposing his professional interests, 
for “so long as people are alive there isa chance of mak- 
ing something out of them, but once they are dead the 
interest of the medical man ceases, except from a patho- 
logical standpoint, or in the aggregate for statistical 
information.” He then proceeded to unfold his main 
contention that the reason why the successes of sanitar- 
ians have been limited is because they have devoted so 
much attention to the prevention of zymotic disease 
and the preservation of life rather than the improvement 
of health. If medical men would deal with physiologi- 
cal conditions as well as pathological, and tell patients 
how to keep well and not merely how to get well, they 
would get more patients. This isa very pretty theory, 
but we are not able to endorse it fully. tf there were a 
real demand for information as to the rules of health on 
the part of a large number of people we may be sure 
that our profession would be only too pleased to supply 
them ; the trouble is to get even those who are i to 
follow the dictates of reasonable authority as to their 
mode of life unless they be actually suffering some pain 
or other subjective reminder of their condition. If, how- 
ever, the profession as a whole would more firmly im- 
= the vital of prophylactic personal 

ygiene upon all and sundry as readily as it has, since 
the decline of Greek medicine, dealt out drugs to them, 
the public demand for advice on the best manner of 
living in order to prevent disease might become as 
— as has the clamour for physic to cure it. Sir 

ames Barr devoted some attention to political matters, 
especially urging that before granting pensions to old 
people it is the duty of the nation to provide for the 
adequate nutrition and hygiene of its nursing mothers 
and young children, and to see that its school children 
are properly fed before any attempt is made to teach 


the unfit, and he expresses his view that heredity has 
much more to do with the welfare of the nation than 
those who so strongly proclaim the all-important influ- 
ence of environment are disposed to allow ; he agrees, 
in fact, with the transatlantic counsel that a man cannot 
be too careful in the selection of his parents. He is much 
concerned at the deafness of our legislators to the report 
of the Committee on ig oy Deterioration, to the 
opinions of which he gives his full support. He is able 
to find some consolation in the pational outlook on the 
distaff side and remarks, “I have great faith in the 
British women, the potential mothers of the next gener- 
ation. They do not show so much deterioration, except 


.|in the very lowest strata, as the men, and in the upper 


and middle classes the girls of to-day will bear a ver 
favourable comparison to their mothers and grand- 
mothers.” The Vast half of the address consisted of an 
examination of the increase or decrease that has taken 
place of recent years in the death-rate from various 
diseases. After giving credit to sanitary science for the 
decline in the ravages of tuberculosis and many of the 
specific infectious disorders, he called attention to the 
fact that there has not been a corresponding diminu- 
tion in deaths from those that more especially affect 
children, but his chief indictment was against the apathy 
that exists concerning the enormous yearly loss of life 
from pneumonia, which with the observance of proper 
caution might be a much more preventable disease than 
it is considered to be.— Lancet. 


GLANDERS REGULATIONS IN THE 
TRANSVAAL.* 


During the past six months 62 outbreaks of the above 
mentioned disease have been investigated, with the 
result that 107 equines have died or have been destroyed, 
and 3,301 contacts have been put through the mallein 
test. These statistics include the result of the outbreak 
of glanders which occurred in the Johannesburg Munici- 
pality stables ; the Principal Veterinary Surgeon’s re- 
port on this outbreak has already been published. 

A scheme for compensation under certain conditions 
for glandered equines destroyed by order of the Princi- 
pal Veterinary Surgeon has been approved, and a sum 
of money voted ; with this to back them up the Veteri- 
nary Division will make great headway towards the ex- 
tinction of glanders from the Transvaal. 

The great drawback to the efforts of the Veterinary 
Division to extirpate glanders has been the natural dis- 
inclination on the part of the horse dealer to report the 
existence of glanders in his stable, as there was always 
the chance that the remainder of his apparently healthy 
animals might react to the test and be ordered to be 
destroyed, and thereby lose his only means of liveli- 


them, whilst it might well leave to individuals the care | hood 


of their own old people. He quoted Lord Beaconsfield to 
the effect that “The public health is the foundation on 
which reposes the happiness of the people and the power 
of a country. The care of the public health is the first 
duty of a statesman.” He considered that if the nation 
will only do its duty in this matter there will speedil 

follow a check to the diminution of the birth rate oe | 
what is of more importance, a marked decline in the 
infantile death rate. We need not enter into his dis- 
cussion of the latter subject as it has been so often be- 
fore our readers, although it cannot be too often restated 
to the public with such force as Sir James Barr knows 
how to infuse into his utterances. He paid a handsome 
tribute to the personnel of the navy and the army as the 
flower of English manhood and the hope of salvation of 
the country, and extolled the military training as 
the best weans of insuring national health and 
physique. Passing to the question of physical deteriora- 
tion he favourably regarded Dr. Rentoul’s drastic 
proposals to prevent the propagation of the race by 


Government Notice 103 of 1907, which is quoted 
— should do away with this disinclination toa great 
extent :— 

“Tt is hereby notified for public information that 
compensation will be paid for visibly healthy equines 
which, when the mallein test is applied to them by an 
authorised person of the Agricultural Department, react 
to such test, and are afterwards destroyed by order of 
the Principal Veterinary Surgeon in consequence of 
their having so reacted. Provided that : 

(a) The owner or custodian of any such reacting 
anime] has given notice in writing, before the 
premises on which the animal is located are visited 
y an officer of the Agricultural Department, to 
the Government Veterinary Surgeon of the 
district, that he suspects such animal to be in- 
fected with glanders ; and 


From Glanders—its eradication,’ by J. M. Cunisry, 
Assist. P.V.S., in The Transvaal Agricultural Journal. 
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(6) Such Government Veterinary Surgeon has certified 

to the fact and date of such notice; and 

(c) Such animal has not at any time shown outward 

signs of being infected with glanders. 

No compensation will be paid on a greater scale than 
two-thirds of the value of the animal destroyed, and in 
no case will a greater sum than £20 be paid for any 
animal destroyed as aforesaid. The value of any animal 
destroyed will be determined by the Principal, Veteri- 
nary Surgeon. 

Compensation will not be paid for any animals show- 
ing any clinical indication of glanders which are ordered 


to be destroyed by the Principal Veterinary Surgeon, or. 


by any person acting on his instructions, nor for any 
reacting animal ordered to be destroyed in respect of 
which the above conditions are not complied with. 
(Signed) ADAMJAMESON, Commissioner of Lands. 
Office of the Commissioner of Lands, 
Pretoria, Jan. 24, 1907.” 


Suppression of Glanders. 


A meeting of the Council of the Central and Associa- 
ted Chambers of Agriculture was held at the Surveyors’ 
Institution, Great George Street, S.W., on Tuesday, 
2nd inst. Lord Desborough (Chairman) presided, and 
there was a numerous attendance. 

Col. H. Le Roy-Lewis, D.S.O., as a matter of urgency, 
moved a resolution on glanders. The subject, he said, 
was an old chestnut in that Chamber, but new facts 
had been brought forward within the last few weeks 
which justitied action. Horses were being displaced 
by mechanical traction in London, and vast numbers 


had it on the highest veterinary fauthority that the 
principal focus of the disease was in London. Under 
the Board of Agriculture Order there was not power to 
pay more than 25 per cent. of the maximum value of a 
diseased horse. ithin the last week or two an order 
had been issued scheduling glanders under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act, so that the unfortunate 
owner of a diseased horse would not only lose 75 per 
cent. of its value, but was open to the risk of being 
saddled with some form of compensation in the event of 
'a servant being attacked with the disease. The new 
| Order made it a favourable opportunity to urge their 
views on the question of compensation, and he proposed 
that a deputation should wait upon the Minister for 
Agriculture. He knew the chief difficulty was with 
the Treasury, but all they asked to start with was 
£25,000. 

Mr. O. Bowen (Warwickshire) seconded, and Mr. 
Fitzherbert Brockholes (Lancashire) and the Chairman 
spoke in support. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and it was 
urged that the deputation ought to be a large and 


thoroughly representative one, other interested organi- 
sations being invited to co-operate. — Hampshire 
Chronicle. 


The Government Laboratory at Muktesar, near Naini 
Tal, is feeling the pressure of the success achieved with 
the vaccines manufactured there for the prevention of 
rinderpest, anthrax, and other cattle diseases, which has 
been so great that applications for supplies of these pro- 
phylactics are now coming in not only from all parts of 
India and Burma, but also from Ceylon and the Straits 
Settlements. 


of horses were being poured into rural districts. They 


DISEASES OF 


ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS, 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Qut- | Slaugh. 
mals. [breaks} mals. breaks mals. Dogs. Other reaks] breaks.| tered * 

Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended July 13] 14 14 18) 32] | _ | 1 57 196 
1906 .. 6 15 | 2 18 153 
Cc di week in {1905 ..] 19 23 2 os 19 60 
Total for 28 weeks, 1907 és -. | 634 840 503 1215 403 | 1455 6690 
1906 .. | 539 809 oe bes 289 683 3760 

‘ ; iod i 1905 .. | 565 790 643 463 2151 
orresponding period in 1904 |. | 587 856 829 1519 1058 860 4135 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 16, 1907. 

IRELAND. Week ended July 6 = 4 | 29 
1906 oe . | 5 

i i oe ee ee 8y 

| | 

Total for 27 weeks, 1907 1 3 1185 
1906 « 148 51 | 509 

2 2 12 33 | | 228 53 555 
Corresponding period in {isos at | 6 22] ..  .. [367 140 | 1962 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Juy 11, 1907, 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposec to Infection 
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ALLEGED CRUELTY AT BRIDGWATER. 


VETERINARY SuRGEON CHARGED WITH AIDING AND 
ABETTING. 


Francis Win. Vearncombe, a carter, of Bridgwater, 
was charged with having, on April 30th, unlawfully and 
cruelly ill-treated a bay mare by working it in an unfit 
state. Mr. Geo. Randle, timber merchant and saw mills 
proprietor, of the Docks, was charged with causing the 
said animal to be worked whilst in an unfit state. 
Nicholas Letherby, a fereman, in the employ of Mr. 
Randle, was similarly charged, and Mr. Edwin W. 
Bovett, veterinary surgeon, of Bridgwater, was charged 
with having unlawfully aided and ~betted by counsel- 
ling and procuring the other defendants to commit a 
certain offence, viz., to ill-treat a mare by working it in 
an unfit state. 

Mr. A. J. Mawer, of Wells, prosecuted on behalf of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and Mr. W. Freeman Barrett, barrister, of 
London (instructed by Mr. F. W. Bishop, of Bridg- 
water), represented the defendants, all of whom pleaded 
not guilty. 

Mr. Mawer, in detailing the facts of the case to the 
Bench, pointed out that in the ordinary way this was an 
ordinary cruelty charge founded upon fact that the 
animal was in an unfit state, but in regard to Mr. Bovett, 
a veterinary surgeon, the prosecution held that he knew, 
or ought to have known, that the horse was in ao unfit 
state to be worked, and that he counselled and procured 
the commission of the offence. He did not wish to de- 
tail the case at any great length, but, shortly, the facts 
were as follows :—On April 30th, at 10 a.m., a butcher 
named Wm. Griffin, of Fore Street, saw Vearncombe in 
charge of a bay mare attached to a lorry laden with 
boxes. The witness noticed that the mare was Jame in 
both fore feet and the near hind foot, and that it was in 
great pain. Ghiffin spoke to Vearncombe and told him 
that he ought to be ashamed of himself to take a lame 
mare about the streets, and further told him that if he 
did not take the horse home he wonld get “copped.” 
The carter did not do so, for at 3.10 p.m. the same after- 
noon Griffin and the manager of the shop again saw the 
mare outside the shop. One of the borough constables, 
P.C. Norman, was also present, and they all saw the 
condition of the horse, which was then going very lame, 
and was obviously in very great pain. When spoken to 

on the matter each of the defendants stated that they 
were acting on the advice of Mr. Bovett. He would say 
at once that if Mr. Bovett’s advice was given in good 
faith he did not think the Society would be troubling 
the Bench that day, but what the Society said was that 
Mr. Bovett knew, or ought to have known, that the horse 
was in an unfit state to be worked. Further, the prose- 
cution alleged that instead of aiding the humanitarian 
efforts of the Suciety, Mr. Bovett treated the matter 
with disdain, and said that he took the responsibility 
that the horse was fit to be worked and was not in pain 
He need hardly say that it was not his duty to press any 
case, it being for the magistrates to take the responst- 
bility. It was not an altogether pleasant duty to have 
to —— against a professional man, but in the canse 
of humanity the Society felt it necessary to do so If 
the facts were borne out in evidence he « et ask for a 
conviction, and if not he should have the greatest possi- 
ble pleasure in submitting to a dismissal. In conelu- 

y an annel, bearing, he contended, upon the 

_Mr. Barrett pointed out that Mr. Justi ; 
his judgment, stated that the appeal et rent 
se of special finding. capa mere fact that a veteri- 

surgeon gave erroneous advice 
be construed into a criminal action,» 


Wm. Griffin, butcher, in the employ of Messrs. East- 
man’s, Ltd., Fore Street, Bridgewater, stated that on 
‘Tuesday, April 30th, at about 10 o’clock in the morning, 
he saw Vearncombe in charge of a bay mare, which was 
attached to a lorry laden with green elm boxes. The 
latter were empty. The horse was stopped outside the 
shop whilst Vearncombe went into an adjoining coffee 
tavern. Witness noticed that the mare was very lame 
in the two fore feet and in the near hind foot. In fact 
it could hardly stand up. He should think that the 
mare was suffering great pain. He did not consider her 
fit for any work at all. Hespoke to Vearncombe, the 
driver, and told him that he ought to be ashamed of 
himself for working such a horse, and that if he did not 
take it back to the stable he would get “copped.” 
Vearncombe went away mumbling, but witness could 
not understand what he said. His attention was called 
to the horse because it appeared to be in great pain. 
The horse was outside the shop for eight minutes. When 
it went to make a start it nearly went down. Witness 
saw the horse again in tbe afternoon at 3.10. P.C. 
Norman and Mr. Pritchard were then present. The 
horse was then in just the same condition as when he 
had seen it in the morning. He had had some exper- 
ience of horses ever since he was six years old. 

Mr. Barrett : And how old are you now !—24, 

So that you have not had such a long experience with 
horses. Would you venture to place your opinion along- 
side that of Mr. Bovett, or any other professional man ? 
—No. I have never been trained to the profession. 

If he said the horse was not walking lame you would 
agree with him !--No. 

But you would attach value to his opinion ?—I should 
go by my own eyesight. 

What sort of condition was this mare !—In fairly good 
condition. 

Was she not almost fat —She was not fat. 

If this mare bad been suffering great pain would you 
not expect to find her emaciated ?—It would depend on 
how she was kept. 

You think that she is worth nothing? Only fit to be 
shot !—She may have lasted a month or two on a farm, 
but she would be no good for hard work on the road. 

What weight could this mare draw ?—None. 

Then what could she do on a farm?—If she was 
allowed to rest she might do light work. He added that 
he imagined the lameness had been on for several days. 
He did not touch the horse’s legs, so that he could not 
say whether there was any heat indicatory of pain. He 
went by his own observation. 

Mr. Barrett : Why are yon so interested in this case ! 
--Lam not. Iam astranger here. I am not prejudiced 
against the man. 

How long have you been in the town ?—About four 
months. He added that he had seen the mare working 
about the streets previously, but until the 30th April he 
had not noticed anything peculiar v ith the horse. 

P.C. Norman said on Tuesday, April 30th, at 3.10, he 
was on duty in Fore Street, and saw the defendant 
Vearncombe driving the mare in question attached to a 
timber carriage laden with boxes. He noticed that the 
horse was very lame. The horse was standing still, and 
when the driver came out of the coffee tavern witness 
drew his attention to the animal’s condition. The horse 
did not appear able to stand two moments on one foot, 
and seemed in much pain. He told the defendant 
Vearncombe after he had delivered his load at the West 
Quay to take the horse back, and not to take it out 
again. He examined the horse and found a deal of heat 
in both front feet. Vearncombe said, “I can’t help it ; 
you must see Mr. Bovett about it.” Witness replied, 
. rou are concerned at the present time, and if you 
Hee > be again I shall have you and the horse too.” 

Judged the weight of the load on the timber carriage 


to be from a ton to 30cewt. On the following day he saw 
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the mare at Mr. Randle’s stables. The horse was har- 
nessed, but witness had not seen it ont that morning. 

Cross-examined : He did not pretend to know all 
about horses. Until he stopped the horse he did 1 ot 
know that it had been stopped previously. He did not 
remember having sees the mare previons to April 30th. 

Mr. Barrett: Doesn’t that indicate to your mind that 
she could not have been very bad on previous occasions ? 
—Witness said he could not say. Messrs. Randle’s 
horses were away during the day. 

But I am given to understand that this one works in 
the town.— Witness, in reply to further questions, said 
he should have thonght that the load was heavier than 
15 to 20cwt. There were no wounds on the mare. At 
the interview between the inspector and Mr. Randle he 
did not hear Mr. Randle, jun., say “‘ We have no desire 
to work this horse if it is unfit for work. Mr. Bovett, 
our veterinary adviser, has carefully examined the mare, 
and he is of opinion that it is not suffering pain, and is 
quite fit for work.” 

By the Mayor: He did not think that the mare was 
back in the breeching owing to the declivity of the road- 
way in Fore Street. 

Frederick Pritchard, manager of Messrs. Eastman’s 
Ltd., Fore Street branch, gave similar evidence. Cross- 
examined: He had had a fair amount of experience 
with horses. He should say the mare had been suffer- 
ing for two or three months. 

nspector Thos. Fair, of the R.S.P.C.A., said on April 
17th = saw a man named Letherby, a brother of the 
oo defendant, driving the bay mare in question. 
itness noticed that the animal was going very lamely 
on both fore feet, and in the near bind foot. He stop- 
ped the driver and told him that the horse was going 
very lame, and quite unfit for work. He examined the 
animal and found that it was suffering from ringbones. 


The ringbone was very large on the inner quarter, and |. 


also extended to the fetlock joint. There was a good 
deal of heat at that time, and the hoof was also enlarged. 
The mare had a rocker shoe on. Witness thought the 
horse would have fallen down. He followed the horse 
back to the yard, where he saw Nicholas Letherby, the 
foreman. He spoke to him about the animal’s condi- 
tion, and Letherby replied that Mr. Bovett had been 
treating the mare and ordered her to be worked. Witness 
told him that the horse was unfit for work, and it was 
a disgrace to the town to see the animal going about. 
On May Ist witness, in company with P.C. Norman, saw 
the mare at the yard. He also saw Vearncombe and 
told him that there was a complaint against him for 
working the animal in an unfit state on April 30th. 
Vearncombe replied “I don’t know much about her. 
Letherby sent me out with her. You had better go and 
see Mr. Bovett about her.” Witness then saw the fore- 
man, Letherby, and told him that there was a complaint 
against him of working the horse in an unfit state. 
When he saw the mare on the Ist of panes was in the 
same condition as on the 17th of April. Hesubsequently 
saw Mr. Randle, the owner of the mare, and asked him 
why he continued to work the animal after the caution 
on April 17th. Mr. Randle replied “ I have called in Mr. 
Bovett. He has ordered her to be worked. What could 
Ido?” Witness told him that he was the owner of the 
horse and could keep it in if he desired, as a great many 
complaints had been going on for some time. Mr. Ran- 
le remarked “ 1 wil] see what we can do with her when 
l see my son.” Witness advised Mr. Randle not to work 
the mare, and he said he would keep her in the stable. 
On Friday, May 3rd, he saw Mr. Bovett in the street, 
and had a conversation with him. He told him that 
there was another complaint about the mare he had 
ordered to be worked. This was not the first interview 
he had had with Mr. Bovett. Witness asked him if he 
had ordered the mare out to work again. He replied 
Yes, I have ; I told them to work her. She is fit to! 


work, and she is at work to-day. Witness replied “You 
will be held responsible for this mare being worked. 
She is totally unfit for work.” Mr. Bovett answered 
“Get on with you,” and then drove away. Witness had 
had forty years’ experience with web soe and had been 
thirty-two years with the Society. In his opinion the 
mare was not fit for work, and it was perfectly clear to 
any person that the animal was in pain every step it 


Mr. Barrett cross-examined the witness at considerable 
length with a view to testing his knowledge on the 
pathology of disease, and he contended that the inspec- 
tor’s version of ringbone and sidebone were incorrect. 
Witness admitted that he had not passed through a 
veterinary college or received special veterinary training. 
The inspector thonght that the ringbone was of some 
long standing. 

Mr. Baarett : Do animals suffer most pain from new 
ringbone, or ringbone of long standing !—From new 
ringbone. 

And therefore this horse would be in less pain now than 
formerly. Do you suggest that when the inflamma- 
tory action has entirely subsided and the ossified de- 
posit has become solidified that there is pain as the 
result of ossification !—There is pain, but not so much. 

Do you ask the Bench to believe that this mare is 
suffering from extreme pain when this ringbone is of old 
standing !—I did not say extreme pain. 

I have got your answer down. What is your com- 
plaint against Mr. Bovett?—The complaint is on the 
summons. 

Yes, but I ask you a question and | ask for an answer. 
—-I say the complaint is on the summons. 

Is your complaint that in his opinion he has ven- 
tured to disagree with you 1-I have two other veteri- 
nary surgeons. 

Do you suggest that Mr. Bovett’s opinion was a dis- 
honest one !—I cannot tell you that. 

Was Mr. Bovett’s opinion honest or dishonest !—I 
cannot tell you. 

That is the crux of the whole question. You are the 
informant. You decline to answer the question. Then 
I submit that there is no case against my client. 

After considerable argument the Bench felt that the 
case must proceed. Proceeding with his cross-examina- 
tion Mr. Barrett put it to the witness that 25 per cent. 
of the cart horses working in towns suffered from ring- 
bone or sidebone.—-Witness did not think it was quite 
as many as that. 

Mr. Barrett : As a matter of fact it is more. 

Mr. Alexander Veitch, M.R.C.V.S., of Weston-super- 
Mare, proved examining the mare on May 3rd in a 
field adjoining Mr. Randle’s house. He found her very 
lame in both fore feet, and also in the near hind foot. 
In the off fore foot he found a large ringbone, and in 
the near fore foot, which was malformed, he found a 
very large sidebone. The mare on the day that he 
examined it certainly showed signs of pain. There was 
no doubt that on May 3rd the horse was unfit for work. 
He thought that for some time the animal had been 
suffering from pain. Rest would be beneficial to the 
animal, and it might be that one day the horse would 
not be lame, and yet on going along a road a sharp turn 
ora step upon a stone might cause the lameness to 
suddenly develop. It was very difficult to give an opinion 
in such cases. 

Mr. Wm. Edwin Taylor, veterinary surgeon, of Taun- 
ton, gave similar evidence.-—Cross-examined: A horse 
frequently had a mechanical stiffness withou! pain.— 
Re-examined : They would not find heat with mechani- 
cal stiffness, and he found heat when he examined the 
mare on May 4th. He should not blame a veterinary 
surgeon because he held a different opinion to his own. 


P.S. Storey proved hearing the conversation between 
Mr. Bovett and Inspector Fair. 
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Mr. Barrett suggested that in view of the evidence of 
the prosecution it would be more graceful for them to 
withdraw the charges than that the Bench should dis- 
miss them. It tenga criminal the latter 
had to prove their case up to the hilt. The two profes- 
sional men who had been called, however, had said that 
they could not blame a veterinary surgeon because he 
differed from them in this very difficult question. Both 
had proved as far as they could that Mr. Bovett had 
pe honestly and in a bona-fide manner. Even thongh 
Mr. Bovett was wrong in his advice, although he did not 
for a moment admit it, he could not be convicted on the 
evidence. 

After consultation the Bench intimated that they 
considered the case of the prosecution was not very 
strong. 

Mr. Mawer contended that a case had been made out 
for the defendants to answer. nacre 

Mr. Barrett quoted several cases, which he maintained 
were in close relation to the present, and argued that 
from their findings the defendants were entitled to an 
acquittal. He asked the Bench whether they could 
believe that Mr. Bovett, who was well known and re- 
spected by all, had dishonestly advised Mr. Randle to 
work this horse, knowing it to be unfit for work. He 
contended that to haul him before the Court on a crimi- 
nal charge was cruel in the extreme, and he asked the 
Bench to say that he was not in the least responsible 
for such an action, before he (Mr. Barrett) was called 
upon to produce his overwhelming evicence on Mr. 
Bovett’s behalf. 

Mr. Mawer briefly replied, and observed that to his 
mind it was not a question of law buta question of fact. 
The Bench retired, and on their return into court the 
Mayor said the Bench had very fully considered the 
case on all its merits, and in the opinion of the court the 
evidence was consistent with the fact that Mr. Bovett 
yave his opinion and advice in good faith, and it there- 
fore did not justify a conviction against either of the 
defendants. 

Mr. Barrett asked the Bench to allow a certain sum 
for costs.—'The Mayor said the Bench had also con- 
sidered that point. They thought that the Society 
brought the case before the court in good faith, and 
therefore they had decided that each side should pay 
its own costs. 

Mr. Barrett said if the Bench had considered the 
matter he would not press it. 

The hearing of the case, which occupied nearly {three 
hours, occasioned a good deal of interest. Messrs. 
W. H. Bloye, F.R.C.V.S., of Plymouth ; W. B. Nelder, 
F.R.C.VS., of Exeter ; G. Bishop, M.R.C.V.S., of Bris- 
tol; and A. G. Saunders, M.R.C.V.S , of Taunton, were 
present in conrt to support Mr. Bovett’s and the other 
defendants’ case. 


A Cattle Market Prosecution at Chichester— 
Successful Appeal. 


At Chichester Quarter Sessions, on Tuesda i 
before the (Mr. C. F.’ Gill, K.C), Willen 
Edwards », Justices of the City of Chichester, was an 
appeal against a conviction for taking into the Cattle 
arket, a heifer suffering from scrofulous tuberculosis. 
—Mr. Clarke Hall and Mr. Horton Smith (instructed by 
Mr. J. A. Morris Bew) appeared for the appellant ; and 
Mr. Rose Innes, K.C. (instructed by the on lerk 
Mr. J. W. Loader “es represented the respondents. 
At the outset Mr. C arke Hall objected to the validity 
of the bye-law under which the conviction was obtained 
He admitted the bye-law had been properly made as 
far as legalities were concerned, but the terms of it were 
unreasonable and wltra vires. It did not provide that 


the person to be convicted ought to have any knowledge 
whatever that the animal was in any way diseased or un- 
wholesome. This being a criminal offence, it was neces- 
sary that the person convicted should be proved to have 
that knowledge, and the bye-law should state that that 
knowledge was necessarye Another point was that the 
bye-law went beyond any known law in not stating that 
the animal brought into the marke: was either intended 
for the food of man, or was to be objected to by the buyer 
on the ground that it was suffering from a contagious 
disease which would contaminate some other animal. 

Mr. Rose Innes replied that the bye-laws were made 
for the regulation of the Market in accordance with the 
Markets and Fairs Act. 

The Recorder interposed, saying he would not trouble 
him further as it appeared to him that the bye-laws were 
framed under the first part of Section 42, which gave 
very wide powers. Upon looking at these bye-laws, he 
thought they were all directed to the regulation «nd use 
of the market, and to the bringing into the market of 
any unwholesome or diseased animal, apart from the 

uestion of whether it was intended for the food of man. 
it was made an offence to bring it into the market, and 
therefore in his opinion the bye-laws were not ultra 
vires, and there was authority for the making of the 
regulations. 

Mr. Rose Innes then opened for the respondents. He 
said they fined the appellant £3 and £2 oosts for un- 
lawfully causing to be brought into the market a 
diseased animal suffering from scrofulous tuberculosis. 
After reviewing the facts, he called Charles Fowler, 
Supcrintendent of the Cattle Market, who spoke to 
seeing in the mrrket a heifer, with a large head and 
small body, which was in a distressed condition. 

P.C. Riddett said he also saw the animal, and spoke 
to Edwards, who admitted he took it inte the Market. 

Mr. R. W. Dawtrey, M.R.C.V.S., as the result of an 
external examination, said the animal had serofulous 
tuberculosis of some standing. He was cross-examined 
at considerable length by Mr. Clarke Hall, and once 
when Mr. Rose Innes interposed, Mr. Clarke Hall said : 
“Please, Mr. Innes. This is not Jarrow.”“ No,” replied 
Mr. Innes, “but it is rather a jarring row.” (Laughter.) 

Evidence having been given by Inspector Batten, 
R.S.P.C.A., and Supt. Horace Ellis, eputy Chief 
Constable, the latter of whom descrlbed the heifer as a 
bag of bones, the case for respondents closed. 

For the appellant, Mr. Clarke Hall agreed that the 
heifer was stunted, nut declared that it was impossible 
for anyone to soy by merely looking at an animal whether 
it was suffering fram tuberculosis ur not. He submitted 
too, that an examination by an expert when the anima! 
was dead and cut up, could not fail to show if tubercu- 
losis was present. ' 

Isaac Woods, farmer, of Fernhurst, who sold the ani- 
mal for £3 12s., Fred Tier, dealer, of Cocking, who 
bought it for Edwards, Alfred Cornwall, who took the 
heifer from Fernhurst to Cocking and then to Chichester, 
and William Edwards, licensee of The Chequers Inn, 
Portfield (the appellant), all gave evidence to the effect 
that the animal was in very fair condition. Edwards 
said he sold the heifer and another for £9. 

Roger Strange, farmer, North Mundham, said the 
heifer was not emaciated, but was in very fair condition. 

Frank Bolton, carcase butcher, butcher, of Murton, 
who bought the heifer from Edwards, said he never 
saw a sounder heifer in his life. When killed it realized 
2s. 6d. per stone, which was a very fair price. 

Dan Bolton, dealer, of Littlehampton, and his father, 
Francis George Bolton, also of Littlehampton, deposed 
to seeing the heifer in the market, and afterwards re- 
celving it at Littlehampton and dispatching it to the 
London Cattle Market, marked with a “D.” They 
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agreed that it was in very fair condition, and they would 
have bought it themselves. 

Henry Harris, a drover for the Corporation of London, 
said he took the heifer marked “ D,’ 
house. 

James King, M.R.C.V.S., Inspector to the Corporation 
of London and the County Council, Sup rintendent of 
the London Cattle Market, Chief Inspector of Meat, 
and Demonstrator of Diseases to the students of the 
Roya! College of Veterinary Surgeons, said that on mak- 
ing a post-mortem examination he failed to find the 
slightest trace of tuberculosis. He (the witness) could 
not diagnose tuberculosis in au animal by merely look- 
ing at it, and all the experts were of the same opinion. 

Prof. John Penberthy, F.R.C.V.S., an ex-President 
of the Royal College, also said it was impossible to diag- 
nose tuberculosis in an animal by merely looking at it, 
and this he was teaching to the veterinary surgeons of 
Great Britain.—Replying to Mr. Rose-Innes, the Pro- 
fessor said the collective symptoms stated by the wit- 
nesses for the prosecution were not sufficient to draw 
the conclusion that there was tuberculosis. 

Mr. Clarke Hall said he had Mr. Hill, assistant to Mr. 
King, but he could not carry it further. He wished, 
however, to call Mr. G. S. Thomas, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Chichester, who said he saw the heifer in the market 
and took her temperature, but he was unable to form an 
opinion that there was any tuberculosis.—By Mr. Innes: 
He denied that he said the heifer was not werth 2s., and 
he did not say it was rotten. 

The Recorder, in giving judgment, said in his opinion 
the conviction must be quashed, becanse the charge on 
which the appellant was convicted was: causing to be 
brought into the market a heifer suffering from scrofu- 
lous tuberculosis, and although he did not agree with 
some of the propositions which Mr. Clarke Hall put 
forward, he did entirely agree with him that it was a 
case in which the prosecution could not establish the 
specific charge that was bronght against the appellant. 
The case for the prosecution depended entirely on what 
was stated by Mr. Dawtrey, and he did not accept his 
evidence now, because he was satisfied that Prof. Pen- 
berthy’s evidence was correct with regard to the diag- 
nosis of tuberculosis. Although the condition of an 
animal might lead one to form an opinion that it was 
suffering from tuberculosis, he believed the matter could 
be set at rest as the result of a careful examination 
after the animal had been slanghtered. The form in 
which the charge was made made it necessary to clearly 
establish that the animal was in fact suffering from this 
particular disease. The condition in which it was seen 
in the market was such, he believed, as to very properly 
call for the interference of the Superintendent of the 
Market and Mr. Dawtrey. He was quite satisfied it 
was in the condition described by Mr. Ellis, the Inspec- 
tor of the R.S.P.C.A., and to some extent by the Police 
Constable, and that it had appearances consistent with 
tuberculosis, but he was left with the evidence of Mr. 
Dawtrey, and it seemed to him that his evidence would 
not justify a conviction, especially having regard to the 
very strong, definite, and positive opinion expressed by 
Mr. King and Prof. Penberthy. His views were, there- 
fore, that the appeal must be allowed and the conviction 

washed. He did not, however, think the appellant 


should have costs, because he was of opinion that the | - 


case of the appellant succeeded only on the ground that 
he was convicted of an offence of bringing into the 
market an animal said to be suffering from a specific 
lsease, namely, scrofulous tuberculosis. 

_ the appeal was accordingly allowed, and the convic- 
tion quashed, but no order was made as to costs.— 
Sussex Daily News. 


to the slanghter- | ¥ 


Case of Alleged Fraud. 


Before the Halifax County Magistrates, Ernest Peel, a 
oung man of respectable appearance, described as a 
joiner, of Greetland, was summoned by Fred Lees, 
farmer, of Upper Greetland, for having obtained 7s. 6d. 
from him by false pretences. 

Prosecutor stated that on the 25th April defendant 
came to his farm witha man named Luty. Defendant 
said he had come to look at the pigs. In reply to an 
inquiry by witness, Luty said the defendant was an 


rosecutor then went back to the place where he 
had left defendant, and the latter exclaimed, “1 shall 
have to report the pigs to the authorities.” 

Mr. Wilkinson (for the prosecution): What did you 
say to defendant ?—I asked him what was the matter 
with the pigs, and he replied, “They are dirty.” 
(Laughter.) 

Witness added : Defendant asked me what I thought 
about the pigs, and [ replied there was nothing the 
matter with them. I then said to defendant, “ What 
are you going to do about this job?” Defendant re- 
plied, “I am an inspector, and [ will square this job 
for three half-crowns. (Laughter. 

Mr. Wilkinson : Did you give him three half-crowns ! 
—-[handed him a half-sovereign, and he gave me half- 
a-crown change. (Laughter.) 

Did defendant say anything else?—-Yes. He told me 
to give the pigs some linseed, and “ram” some “Jock” 
into ’em. (Much laughter.) Before he left he bought 
six-pennyworth of eggs. Before defendant went awa 
he said, “ You must not say a word to anybody. If 
you do it will cost me 10s. a day and my situation.” 
(Laughter.) 
When did you next see defendant !—I didn’t see him 
again until [ went with the policeman to own him. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Storey (for the defence): There was nothing the 
matter with the pigs ?—No. 

And yet you gave defendant 7s. 6d. to close his mouth ? 
—He frightened it out of us. We hadn’t had an in- 
spector before. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Storey said defendant, who went with Luty to 
look at the pigs, found them in an unsatisfactory condi- 
tion, and said they were not worth 50d. each. Defen- 
dant did not represent himself as an inspector, but he 
acted foolishly in accepting the money. 

Defendant agreed to refund the 7s. 6d., and the Bench, 
by a majority, decided to dismiss the case.— Yorkshire 
Evening Post. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 


At an Examination for Inspectors of Meat and Other 
Foods, held in Leeds on June 28th and 29th, 1907, 23 
candidates presented themselves. Sixteen candidates 
were awarded Certificates, among them the following, 
bearing date June 29: 
Epmonpson, Water. M.R.C.V.S., Harrogate. 
Foster, ARTHUR NorMAN, M.R.C.V\S., Sheffield. 
SmitH, CHARLES Secker, M.R.C.V.S., Barnsley. 

FE. Waite Watts, Deputy Registrar. 
Parkes Museum, Margaret Street, London, W. 


Dr. S. P. Hart, son of Dr. Spooner Hart, the well- 
known Calcutta veterinary surgeon, is being tried at the 
So Police Court for damaging and defiling an alleged 
Mahomedan saint’s tomb and thus wounding the feelings 
of Mahomedans, by whom the tomb was held sacred. The 
case has been transferred to the file of the District 
Magistrate, as the accused claimed to be tried as a 
British born subject, 
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PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO 
Mr. Wm. HUNTING, F.R.C.V.S. 


To the Members of the Veterinary Profession. 


Mr. Hunting’s retirement from the editorial chair of The 
Veterinary Record after nearly twenty years’ tenure of 
that arduous position, has been suggested to provide a 
fitting opportunity for his professional brethren to mark 
in a tangible manner the long and yeoman service he has 
rendered to the profession. In bringing this proposal 
before you, we do not think it necessary to attempt to 
enumerate all the claims which Mr. Hunting has estab- 
lished to the gratitude of the veterinary profession. His 
editorial and other contributions to the columns of 
veterinary periodicals have made his name a household 
word in the English-speaking veterinary world, while 
his unceasing efforts to advance and defend the interests 
of our profession have laid us all under a deep debt of 
obligation to him. We believe that no member of the 
profession has ever striven more strenuously and un- 
selfishly for our common interests, and while we cannot 
hope to make any adequate return for his self-sacrificing 
labours, we are confident that a great many members of 
the profession will approve and actively support the 
proposal to present him with some fitting token of the 
admiration and respect in which he is generally held by 
his confréres. 

Subscriptions may be sent to the Treasurer or to any 
member of the Committee.— We are, yours faithfully, 
JosEePpH ABson, Sheffield, Chairman of Committee. 
Wm. Bower, East Rudham. 

THos. A. DotLar, London. 

JoHN M‘Fapyean, Principal, Royal Veterinary 
College, London. 

James McCau., Principal, The Veterinary College, 
Glasgow. 

JamMEs McKenny, Dublin. 

A. W. Mason, Leeds. 

W. J. Mutvey, Chelsea. 

James Srmeson, Maidenhead. 

R. C. Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Jno.Matcoum, Holliday-st Wharf, Birmingham 

Hon. Sec. and Treasurer (pro. tem.). 


CoLLece or VETERINARY SURGEONS, 
10 Rep Lion Square, Lonpon, W.C. 


July 16th, 1907. 
EXIsTING PRACTITIONERS. 


Sir.—A Speeial Sub-Committee has been appointed 
by the Council of the R.C.V.S., with ins ructions to 
take steps to revise the present list of Existing Practi- 
tioners, at it appears in the Register of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. This Sub-Committee has met and instructed 
me to issue acircular to certain members of the profess- 
ion, asking for information respecting the Registered 
Practitioners stated to be residing in their district. 

1 should be glad, however, for th> help of any mem- 
ber of the profession who may not receive such a circular. 
If members would look through the list in the Register, 
and inform me of any errors with regard to the names 
of Existing Practitioners in their district, it would be 
of great assistance to me. 

fat the same time they can inform me as to any 
alteration which may be necessary in the list of Mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, I 
would take steps to have all requisite changes made in 
the next edition of the Register.—I am, Sir, yours 
faithfully, 
Frep Buttock, Registrar. 


\ 


A Worn-out Cab Horse. 


At Westminster, John William Turner, a cabdriver, 
of Little Camera Street, Chelsea, was summoned by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
for cruelty toa horse by working it in an unfit condition, 
and Stephen Morrissey, a cab proprietor and owner of 
the animal, of Flood Street, Chelsea, was summoned for 
causing it to be worked. : 

Lady Midle on, of Portland Place, W., said that on 
June 27 she hired a cab at South Kensington, and had 
oceasion to ask the driver to travel a liitle faster. He 
tried unsuccessfully to do so, and she then noticed that 
the animal was in an exhausted condition and could 
scarcely get along. When she told the driver the horse 
was not fit to be worked she believed he agreed with her. 
He also said he was driving the horse for the first time 
that day. She took his name and number and reported 
the matter to the society. . ; 

Mr. Pierce, a veterinary surgeon, said he examined the 
animal and diagnosed heart disease. The condition was 
such that he would not be surprised if the animal dropned 
dead at any moment. It was not fit for any kind of 
work, and was much worn. ; 

For the defence, Mr. W. S. Mulvey, a veterinary sur- 
geon, said the horse was what was known as a “roarer,” 
a disease due to paralysis of the larynx. He should say 
the horse was capable of doing ordinary work, but not 
fast; it was entirely a question of speed. The animal 
certainly had not got heart disease, and two other veter- 
inary surgeons agreed with him. Mr. Horace Smith : 
Are they here? Mr. Mulvey replied that they were not. 
Mr. Horace Smith : Then we will leave them out. Mor- 
rissey is fined £4 and 23s. costs, and Turner 10s. and 
2s. costs.—The Times. 


Cows Affected through Blasting—Damages 
against the Quarry Company. 


At Neath County Court on Thursday, 11th inst., 
Thomas Morgan, of Ystalyfera, sued the Cwmdu Quar- 
ries Co. for £70 10s. 7d., damages sustained owing to his 
animals becoming abortive as a result of blasting in 
defendants’ adjoining quarry. Mr. Meager appeared 
for the plaintiff, and Mr. Ivor Bowen for the defendant 
company. 

It was alleged by the plaintiff that terrible explosions 
occurred almost daily between June, 1906, and Kebru- 
ary 1907. In consequence a white and red cow, due to 
calve on the 28th of Jannary, 1907, aborted on Decem- 
ber 13th, 1906 ; another white cow aborted in February; 
a black cow and red cow in March last ; and a mare in 
Jannary last. The damages claimed were made up as 
follows :-—The cows gave 22 quarts less milk a day up to 
the premature delivery of calves (8d. a quart for 180 
days), £49 10s. ; loss of value of foal, £10; loss of four 
calves, £6 ; loss of use of mare, £2 ; and veterinary sur- 
geon’s fees, £3. 

Plaintiff said the blasting noise was like “ cannons.” 

Mr. Bowen (cross-examining) : Every time there was 
an explosion there was a miscarriage ?—I didn’t say that. 
[ haven't a thousand cows. 

Is it a fact that fifty of your sheep aborted ?—No. 

Well, how many did ?—About twenty or so. 

Was that due to the explosions?—No. 

So these explosions had peculiar results. They affec- 
ted the cows and the mare but not the sheep ?—My sheep 
are mountain sheep. If they had been big, fat sheep it 
might not happen. 

Did you give notice to the defendants {—No. 

Not until you brought this action ?—I complained to 
the manager about it. 

Do you keep chickens ?--Yes. 

Did you have an extra quantity of eggs ? 

His Honour: Addled you mean? (Laughter.) 
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Re-examined : The cattle had been in the field close 
to the quarry many times when these explosions 
occurred. 

Mr. D. Scott Weir (assistant veterinary surgeon to 
Mr. Gladstone Davies, of Swansea) said in February he 
was summoned to plaintiff’s farm and delivered a calf 
alive, but could not keep it alive. It was not possible 
that contagion could have been the cause of the abortion 
in these cases. An animal in calf would be very fright- 
ened at such noises as described, and abortion might 
result. He believed it to be so in these cases. 

Mr. W. H. Williams, farm bailiff on the Home Farm, 
Penrice, said that four cows of his had aborted since 
blasting operations had been going on close to his farm, 
but none before. 

Mr. Ivor Brown submitted no direct relationship 
had been established between the noise and the abor- 
tions. 

Mr. James Stanley Pike, veterinary surgeon, Swansea, 
gave it as his opinion that the abortions did not result 
from the noises. Contagion was the most reasonable 
explanation. 

is Honour said he concluded the abortions were the 
result of the explosions, for there was no testimony to 
support the theory of contagion. Plaintiff would have 
a verdict of £41 and costs. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 16. 


IMPERIAL YEOMANRY (Middlesex).—George Hender- 
son to be Vet.-Lieutenant. Dated 26th June. 


OBITUARY. 


Avex. Grant, M.R.C.V.S. 
Graduated, Edin: May, 1907. 


The Borough Coroner (Mr. Geo. Taylor) heid an in- 
uest at the Court House, Castle oom 8 Scarbrough, on 
ednesday afternoon, 10th inst., into the circumstances 
attending the death of William Alexander Grant, 
M.R.C.V.S., age 25, a native of Banffshire, who had 
been acting as locwm tenens for Mr. J. Cooke, F.R.C.V.S. 
Elders Street, and who was found dead in Mr. Cooke’s 
surgery on Tuesday, 9th inst. 

The Coroner, in opening the enquiry, said deceased 
had been acting for Mr. Cooke for about ten days, Mr. 
Cooke having gone away on his holidays. 

The brother of the deceased stated that the deceased 
had been qualified as a veterinary surgeon for one 
month. He was exceedingly sensitive and occasionally 
very despondent and mane | He worried over things 
and imagined they were going wrong when they were 
going right. He had expressed a desire to be relieved 
of his Scarborough duties. Witness had never any 
reason to suspect suicidal tendencies. ; 

Eleanor Usher, housekeeper for Mr. Cooke, said 
deceased took over Mr. Cooke’s duties on the 28th of 
June. Witness had assisted deceased occasionally to 
dispense the drugs. Deceased had a thorough know- 
ledge of drugs, but he was of an extremely nervous dis- 
position, and of a despondent turn of mind. She last 
saw him alive on Tuesday morning about 9.30, and he 
then said he was afraid he would have to throw up the 
practice. 

Betsy Harrison, servant at Mr. Cooke’s, said she last 
saw deceased at a quarter past eleven on Tuesday morn- 
ing. He was then quite cheerful. When witness went 
to the surgery again akout 12.15, she found him lying 
on the floor, dead. There was no bottle of medicine on 
= = but there was the empty medicine measure on 

e table. 


P.C. Nalton also gave evidence as to being called in. 

Dr. Harrison, senior house surgeon at the hospital, 
said as the result of a post-mortem examination, he 
found the kidneys and stomach congested. The stomach 
contained half-a-pint of red fluid, which, on being tested, 
was found to contain prussic acid. All the blood had 
been driven from the heart which was contracted. The 
cause of death was poisoning by prussic acid. 

The jury retired, and on returning into Court re- 
turned a verdict that deceased died as the result of 
taking prussic acid ; but that there was no evidence to 
show whether deceased took it accidentally or not.—The 
Scarborough Post. 


Mr. STEWART FREEMAN, who died at the Old Manor 
House, Wingrave, Aylesbury, on 10th inst., had con- 
trolled thebusiness at Aldridge’s Repository, St. Mar- 
tin’s Lane, for nearly 40 years. He was a life-lon 
follower of hounds, and up to last season he h 
hunted regularly with the Bicester and Waddon Chase 
fox-hounds, and with Lord Rothschild’s stag-hounds ; 
while, although he was fond of racing under Jockey 
Clnb rules, he preferred racing between the flags, 
and he hada small string of steeplechasers in train- 
ing for some years. Mr.Stewart Freeman always sup- 
ported the Aylesbury meeting, and in April the win of 


‘| one of his steeplechasers was very popular, As a patron 


of coaching and a fine whip Mr. Stewart Freeman drove 
the Age (Brighton to London) coach single-handed from 
1875 to 1877 ; but afterwards he was associated on the 
same road with Colonel Stracey Clitherow, Mr. Chandos 
Pole, Mr. Craven, and Lord Algernon Lennox. Later 
he put on a coach to Windsor. There were few better 
judges of harness horses than Mr. Stewart Freeman, 
and at the international] show at Olympia he offered two 
cups, each of the value of £50, for novice harness horses. 
Of late years Mr. Stewart Freeman had acted as auc- 
tioneer only at the chief sales at Aldridge’s; he sold 
Mr. Peter Dollar’s job horses this year for over £30,000, 
and when the Messrs. East’s stud was sold four years 
ago he also acted as the auctioneer. 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 


THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


Sir, 

As noone has yet answered the letter on this subject 
with which Mr. Mayall favoured your readers on the 6th 
inst., may I be allowed to do so? I do not propose to 
occupy your space by discussing either the soundness or 
otherwise of Mr. Mayall’s conclusions, or the applicability 
to their subject of the various maxims which he quotes. 
But he makes one statement of fact (?) which is so far from 
really being such that it should not be allowed to pass un- 
corrected. 

Referring to Major Butler’s proposal, Mr. Mayall says: 
“Tt was discussed at the various veterinary societies and 
almost without exception declined with thanks.’’ The words 
I have italicised must have been written without previous 
reference to the journals, and I am sure Mr. Mayall will 
withdraw them when he has investigated the matter. 

As far as I can make out from The Record, thirteen veteri- 
nary societies have considered Major Butler’s scheme, 
excluding the Central V.M.S., at which it was originated. 
Seven only of these declined to support it, and I think it is 
fair to say that two of the seven expressed no opinion 
directly adverse to the proposal, but merely “ shelved’? it 
for the time being. These two societies are the Midland 
Counties V.M.S. (see V.R. December 15th, 1906), and the 
V.M.A. of Ireland (V.R. October 6th, 1906). 

The other six associations, however, all passed resolu- 
tions supporting the proposition. These six “ exceptions ”’ 
are as follows:—The Southern Counties V.S. (see V.R. 
June 30, 1906), the Royal Counties V.M.A. (V.R. August 


18th, 1906), the North Wales V.M.S. (V.R. October 20th, 
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1906), the Yorkshire V.M.S. (V.2. November 3rd, 1906), 
the Soin Counties V.M.A. (V.R. December 8th, 1906), 
and the South Durham and North Yorkshire (V.R. Feb. 
rd, 1907). 
mer - He that is not for us is against us,’ we may add the 
Central V.M.S. to the six just named, and say that fourteen 
societies have voted, seven on each side. ; Perhaps it would 
be nearer the truth to say that seven societies have suppor- 
ted the proposal, that five have opposed it, and that two are 
still sitting on the fence. At any rate Mr. Mayall will 
admit that his version of the opinions the societies have 


expressed requires some modification.—Yours faithfully, 
“A READER.”’ 


OUR REGISTER. 
Sir, 
Your report of the Council meetings last week tells us all 
we are likely to know of the constitution of the Committees 
of Council, and but for the veterinary periodicals we shold 
have no intimation of the constitution of the Council itself 
until the issue of the Annual Report next May. I know 
that this is the not unusual procedure in many more or less 
public bodies, but if this knowledge is to be of any practical 
use to us we should have it at the beginning ofour year in- 
stead of at the end of it. To the London practitioner this 
is a matter of little importance—he can easily meet with a 
member of Council if he wishes. To the country practi- 
tioner it may mean a good deal more. ; 
In a short note which you were good enough to publish 
(May 25) I suggested that the Register might with advan- 
tage be issued in July instead of February. It might then 
include the report of annual meeting held in the previous 
month (instead of one eight or nine months old as at 
present), and the names of President, Vice-presidents, and 
Committees elected at the early July meeting. If, in the 
sweet by and by, we areto have have a copy of the Register 
as a part equivalent of a registration fee, as Mr. McKinna 
suggests, we may as well have a book that is likely to be of 
use to us.—Yours faithfully, 
Com. Soututon. 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
Sir, 

I was much interested in Mr. Welsby’s case of “ A long 
delayed attack of milk fever,’’ related in your last issne. 

Incidental to parturition, milk, eestrum, etc., are so many 
diseases with symptoms more or less common to each and 
of such a bewildering nature that at times it is no easy 
matter to differentiate as to what malady a particular animal 
is really suffering from. Parturient fever, parturient 
apoplexy, acute metritis, hysteria, all present symptoms 
which require very careful discrimination. 

I trust Mr. Welsby will not consider me egotistic, but, 
personally, were I called to a case with symptoms as he 
describes, I should be inclined to call it hysteria, more 
especially as the animal was in a state of strum. Tonic 
spasms of the muscles (alternated with clonic) are accom- 
paniment of hysteria, the head is elevated and thrust for- 
ward, with squinting of the eyes, and, as a rule, the animal 
is a deep milker, sometimes up to four or even five gallons 
per diem. 

Essentially parturient apoplexy is associated with the act 
of birth, and three months after the event seems a little 
over the mark. However, in my little experience I did 
have a case of apoplexy one month after parturition with 
— well marked. 

This occurred in a deep-milking cow which calv. 
the middle of April, when there a not much tie = 
animal went down about the middle of May, during the 
i flow, at» time when grass and herbage are most nutri- 

ious. 
; The subject brought forward by Mr. Welsby is full of 
interest, and a discussion in your columns, more especially 
by some of our members in the “sear and yellow leaf,’’ 
would be very acceptable.—Yours, etc., ; 

Reigate, July 16. Cuas. A. Sovarr. 


MYSTERY. 
Sir, 

Under the above heading a correspondent, “Camden 
Town,’’ writing in your issue of June Ist, refers to the dis- 
tribution of veterinary knowlege amongst stockowners in 
new countries, and in this Colony in particular, apparently 
being of opinion that as that course is followed with general 
satisfaction here it is equally adapted to the old country. 

Your correspondent cannot be aware of the conditions 
prevailing amongst those for whose benefit the agricultural 
journal of this Colony is published. There are no veteri- 
nary surgeons in private practice in Cape Colony, except in 
three of the largest towns, thus the agricultural community 
is entirely without veterinary assistance beyond that sup- 
plied by the Government veterinary surgeons, who are in- 
structed to give advice and treatment to cases brought to 
their notice when the work of dealing with contagious 
diseases and experimental matters allows of it. I can quite 
understand that ‘‘Camden Town’’ has never heard that 
the popularisation of veterinary science has decreased the 
demand ior practitioners, as in this Colony, at any rate, 
this demand has never existed: it is at present somethIng 
like the zeroplane, from a practical point of view—a doubtful 
quantity, which a few energetic gentlemen are struggling 
hard to place on a basis of utility. 

In the pastoral and agricultural districts of countries such 
as this it would be impossible for a veterinary turgeon to 
earn his salt, as distances and cost of transport are out of 
all proportion to the value of farm animals. I may say 
that the veterinary staff here is directed not to give advice 
or treat cases in the towns where there are veterinary sur- 
geons in private practice. 

The distribution of veterinary knowledge in Great Britain 
by County Councils and other bodies is quite a different 
matter, as by doing so, if they are todo any good they must 
do harm to the practitioner, who as a rule has not a suffi- 
ciently enviable time to make it desirable to add to his 
troubles and trials. Lectures on veterinary scierce certainly 
benefit the profession—to the amount of the remuneration 
received by the lecturer, but this is more than counter- 
balanced by the harm done to the practitioner in whose 
area they are delivered, aad this is particularly the case 
when the lectureres are ex-professors or other ‘‘ superior 
persons ’’ who wish to impress on their audiences their own 
vast superiority to the local variety of the genus V.S. 

Asa country practitioner and county council lecturer on 
veterinary science in days gone by, Iam now, atan interval 
of 10 years and a distance of 6000 miles able, I think, to 
look back and form an impartial opinion on the question, 
and I have no doubt that my opinion will be that of ‘‘Cam- 
den Town ’”’ should it ever fall to his lot to conduct a prac- 
tice in an agricultural district and a fellow member is sent 
round to show his clients the best method of doing without 
his assistance. 

Circumstances alter cases, and for a Government to 
supply information which is otherwise unobtainable is by 
no means the same thing as offering gratis to the general 
public knowledge which men have paid to obtain, and by 
the disposal of which they earn their daily bread. 

_ We all rejoice that an improvement in the general educa- 
tion and social status of the veterinary profession has been 
brought about within the memory of many of us, but we 
must remember that the majority of the graduates from our 
Colleges become general practitioners, and that as such they 
deal with people who, asa rul-, do not part with their cash 
without, in their own opinion, receiving a quid pro quo, 
which usually takes the form of something in a bottle for 
internal or external application, and many a young veteri- 
nary surgeon in the future will find, as his more experienced 
brethren have done in the past, that educating the public 
up to his own scientific level is a proceeding which, whatever 
moral satisfaction it may give, does not tend to financial 
success.— Yours very truly, 

J. A. Rosinson. 

Department of Agriculture, Cape Town. 

June 24th, 1907. 
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